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CONTRIBUTORS 


M. from SHAC, Claire and Claire, 
The Pen, matt Nippert, Janice, the 
photos guy from Tent City, the 
DOD crew. 


Thanks also to those who helped 
in other ways, Jess & Family (Ge 
Free Motueka), Eddie, Ratna, Rita 
and Ruby and Mr. Poo and the 
Marahau crew. 


Decontaminate! is put together 
entirely by volunteers. (Actually, 
just one volunteer right now.) 
Donations or money, time or 
energy is much appreciated. 


SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 





Decontaminate! always 
welcomes submissions. Please 
send us your artwork, photos and 
writing! We reserve the right to 
edit submissions for length if the 
recommendations are not 
followed. 


Deadline for Issue 3: Mar 23 

Next issue focus: ‘An analysis 
and introduction to the Aotearoa 
GE Movement’ 

Maximum length for submissions: 
Features: 1300 words 

News: 600 words 

Opinion: 700 words 

Letters: 250 words 


All submissions ready for 
publication, news, brief/alert, 
press releases or event 
announcements etc, should be 
emailed to: 


decontaminate@enzyme.org.nz 





Submissions will also be accepted 
via snall mail to the address 
below. Please send a self- 
addressed and stamped envelope 
if you would like materials 
returned. 


You can also visit our website at: 


http://decontaminate.enzyme.org.nz 





DISCLAIMER 


The views expressed herein are not 
necessarily those of the editors, 
contributors or volunteers. 
Decontaminate! is not intended to 
encourage illegal conduct. The 
information herein is solely intended 
for entertainment, educational, 
research, academic or other lawful 
purposes and is from sources 
independent of Decontaminate! 
Furthermore, the information 
contained herein is neither 
guaranteed, nor warranted to be 
complete, accutate or reliable. 


RESISTANCE IS FERTILE! 


The PMEA direct action camp is over and people have gone home 
equipt with skills (and a direct action booklet) that they can share with 
others, start groups with and get active. 


At the camp, PMEA clarified its role as an information and press 
service and a proposal for a national network based on the ‘spokescouncil’ 
model used at the meeting, is in the making. 


Possible national targets were discussed at the network and we will 
hopefully see discussion and a final decision being made in the near future. 


The action based grassroots movement is beginning to build 
momentum. Our next big task is to help faciliate the growth of a diverse 
movement, allowing for existing individuals to band together, existing 
groups to move towards action and the movement remaining open to new 
individuals. 


A national target will help build momentum and will probably play a 
more significant role in getting groups functioning and working together 
than simply winning a campaign. 


We must all be prepared for the eventual division of tactics and 
strategies that are sure to arise as they have elsewhere. Let us not have 


uniformity under the catch cry of unity! 


Keeping this in mind, “Bashing the Ge-nie Back in the Bottle” may 
provide enlightening in briefly exploring the evolving tactics and strategies 
in the more established GE movements in USA, UK and Canada. 


This issue of Decontaminate! also includes a How-to on traditional 
‘civil disobedience’ campaign strategy and an article on the strategy made 
famous by ‘Stop Hungtington Life Sciences’ and inspired the ‘Stop Bayer 
GM” campaign. 


The current issue has taken some time to put together and is missing 
what will become regular sections as a result. | am hopeful that individuals 
and groups will soon get involved in the collective action network which 
through creating a single common pool of information, will help make 
communication easier and save us all time and energy. 


The next issue of Decontaminate! will be focusing on introducing 
and analysing the New Zealand GE movement. This is partly an attempt to 
make the magazine more useful and more locally relevant which may 
inspire others to get involved! And that means you! If you’ve got an 
opinion, send it in! 


Total Decontamination! 
Ed. 
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exchange information, share strategy, 
discuss important issues within the 


movement, participate in informed critical 


debate, network with each other in an 
° 1. open and respectful environment and 
cba bis laf t strengthen the grassroots/ flaxroots. 
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grassroots ge-free/anti-genetix movement 
by providing a forum where activists can 


CONTENTS 


ARTICLES 


Focus: Bashing the Genie Back in the Bottle 





Borders no Barriers to Sabotage 
Hurricane Sabotage Hits GM 

Eco-Clear Cutting in Canada 

Nighttime and Daytime Daring in Britain 


NEWS 


Action News 
Event: PMEA Direct Action Camp 
Int’l Action News: 


HOW-TO 


Caimpaigns 
The Power of Aggressive Campaigning 


COMMENTARY 


Letters to Decontaminate! 
Interviews: PMEA Direct Action Camp 
Opinion: Clusters: Nourishing the Grassroots: 


STANDARD 


Editorial 

Submission Guidelines 

Magazine Information 

Past Action Blurbs (Local & Int'l) 

Past Action: Tent City (Including middle page photo spread) 
Noticeboard & Events 

Intl Past Action: Going Ga-Ga in Genoa 

Prisoner Support 

Resources: Do or Die! Issue 10 

Int'l Group Focus: Stop Huntington Life Sciences (SHAC) 
Contacts 


SLNALNOD 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Decontaminate! 





I’m writing to see if 
you can help me to get rid 
of a foul stench. It wafts 
in through my window after 
the scary white men in 
business suits poop in my 
backyard, which seems to be 
constantly. It stinks up my 
whole house, and the smell 
follows me wherever I go. I 
keep telling those assholes 
to take their poop else- 
where, but they just won’t- 
it seems they are just too 
full of shit to even reduce 
their wastage. Infact, when 
I complain they just seem 
to do it more often, but 
under the cover of night! 
And then they have the 
audacity to come up with 
absurd reasons for why my 
backyard is “the essential 
designated location where 
the poopage must occur.” 
They leave their crap for 
me to step in, it gets all 
over my food growing in the 
garden, contaminates my 
water supply, mucks up the 
air I breathe, makes all 
the creatures that once 
used to play on the land 
retreat somewhere else... 
Basically, everything I 
need just to LIVE and that 
brings me simple joys is 
being yanked from right 
under me by these creeps 
who have no business doing 
their business on me and my 
life. Even the law seems to 
offer me no protection. To 
the contrary, it appears to 
side with the suits! 
Where’s the accountability? 
This has gone past the 
realm of ridiculousness and 
into some kind of twilight 
zone reality. I’m fed up 
and I refuse to swallow any 
more of their shit. Any 
suggestions? 








Janice thepirate 
Canada 


Ed: Yes. Put a call out. 
Summon the troops. Begin 
the dialogues, the affinity 
group-forming, the respon- 
sible citizen action. There 
are many people outraged by 


how stinky their lives are 
quickly becoming. “When the 
proles unite, there will be 
hope for us all to lead 
stench-free existences.” 


Dear Decontaminate! 





I have been in the GE 
movement for over 10 years, 
I was campaigning against 
GE when it was still con- 
Sidered a side issue of 
vivisection and animal 
rights and I still believe 
it is intrinsically tied to 
vivisection no matter what 
green party ninnies and 
greenpeace idiots say about 
keeping GE in the labs. 
However today I will not 
write about the stupidity 
of the liberal green move- 
ment, and their flawed and 
inconsistent logic pertain-— 
ing to laboratories and 
field trials for I fear I 
might fill your entire 
issue. But instead I wish 
to praise the new movement, 
the people young and old 
that I met at the direct 
action camp against GE. I 
believe this camp was suc-— 
cessful despite the in- 
fighting of self-appointed 
leadership. 

I am an older member 
of the community and move- 
ment and I hold our young 
more vigorous members in 
high esteem. I don’t be- 
lieve I will see GE abol- 
ished in my remaining years 
however I would like to see 
the giants of biotechnogy 
at least get seriously 
maimed. 

So this is my message 
to the young people: Learn 
how to burn things down, 
Learn how to set fire to 
laboratories (without inno- 
cent animals inside) and 
learn how to personally 
target and make accountable 
those who profit from GE. 
Make no mistake GE is evil 
and right is on your side. 
Make groups like the Animal 
Liberation Front to oppose 
GE, this is your role, and 
this is what is needed now. 
Forget about petitions, 
they are ignored. Letters 
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to companies are the rea- 
sons these ‘people’ have 
paper shredders. What they 
can’t ignore is when their 
car has been paint stripped 
or they receive set mouse- 
traps in the mail. 

I am far too old to 
be doing these things my- 
self but I wish you all 
luck and wish I had the 
energy you have with my 
insight to these things I 
have now. 





Sincerely, 
Shirley Sporks 
Mangere 
Auckland 


Dear Decontaminate! 





Thank-you for your 
first issue! It’s very cool 
that you’ve put out a maga- 
zine for our movement. 
However, I’m a bit worried 
that there maybe some cross 
purposes without mediums 
out there. At the direct 
action camp we agreed that 
the PMEA would be doing a 
newsletter. I was not aware 
of this magazine until 
afterwards. Having been a 
part of this ‘movement’ for 
a while, I must admit that 
I feel that the communica- 
tion between groups has 
never been satisfactory. In 
fact, it has been infuriat-— 
ing! I just hope that your 
magazine doesn’t become 
yet-another-resource nor 
have cross-purpose with 
other mediums. We need to 
solidify our communication 
channels and get organised! 
Congratulations also on 
having something we can 
hold in our hands! 


Yours, 
S. 


Ed: There is a proposal for 
a co-ordinating umbrella 
group of which communica- 
tion is one of its pur- 
poses. Being bottom-up, 
groups use it then we 
should be able to mold it 
to their needs. The future 
home of this network is: 
http://www.agean.org 


if 





Motueka: Anti-GE Troops Set for Action 





by Claire Dann. 


AS MOST of you are already 
aware, the beginning of 
2004 began with direct 
action camp aimed at 
sharing, discussing and 
downright doing practical, 
non-violent actions that 
can be employed within the 
movement to keep New 
Zealand (and the world) 
free from genetic 
engineering (GE). 


From the 2 - 4 of 
January activists from 
around the country 
gathered at Mountain 
Valley School near Motueka 
to attend the camp 
organised under the banner 
of the ‘Peoples Moratorium 
Enforcement Agency’ 

(PMEA), a title initiated 
by those who attended the 
6tent cityO outside 
Parliament. 

The success of the 
camp was that it was 
hands-on, and 
predominantly practical in 
nature, the mood of the 
camp seemed to be ‘enough 
talking, more action’. 

Workshops were held 
on a wide spectrum of 
direct action methods and 
skills, from stencilling 


to supermarket actions, 
legal matters to 
blockading, and right 
through to crop 
‘decontamination’. 

Just to give you a 
taste, I learnt that the 
bottom of a banana box 
makes a great boarder for 
your stencil, while the 
box also acts as a neat 
disguise, that your cell 
phone can be traced even 
when its turned off, and 
that sitting in a tight 
circle, facing outwards 
with arms and legs 
entwined will take longer 
for the police to rip 
apart than, say, a line of 
people standing up. I 
learnt how to builda 
tripod and use lock-boxes, 
and the importance of not 
getting fingerprints on 
ANYTHING (so don’t wear 
latex gloves). I could go 
on, but I suggest getting 
hold of the ‘Dig For 
Victory’ handbook for all 
your direct action needs 
(available soon at 


www.peoplesmoratorium.net). 


Regional discussion 
groups were also formed in 
order to brainstorm and 
plan possible actions in 
particular areas. Although 
such regional ‘clusters’ 
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may have been forming 
already it was useful to 
have the regional groups 
then come back to the 
wider group and share 
information and ideas. 

Hopefully these 
clusters will continue to 
meet and carry out 
actions, and lay the 
grass-roots foundation for 
GE activism in the future. 

Regarding the 
subject that is commonly 
called ‘crop pulling’, the 
camp benefited from having 
several overseas visitors 
who shared their knowledge 
and experiences with the 
group. With the obligatory 
disclaimer out of the way, 
we heard first hand 
experiences of crop 
pulling and its 
overwhelming success. And 
while the circumstances 
are significantly 
different in New Zealand 
than in Europe; with 
‘laboratory’ or field 
trials rather than full- 
scale commercial release, 
the end result is not - 
let’s get rid of this 
fuckin’ GE! 


Source: 
http://i-r.enzyme.org.nz 
(Imminent Rebellion Issue 2) 
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LOCAL ACTIONS 


Canterbury: Lab Raid - 11/1/0 
- Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars worth of damage cause: 
by forced entry into contained 
glasshouses in a lab were 
thousands of ge potatoes were 
destroyed by hacking off plant 
tops and emptying potted plant 
into rubbish sacks. 


Christchurch: Speight’s Mates 





22.01.02 


Overnight the spokespeople 
for Speight’s Breweries 
made their thoughts on 
Genetic Modification 
known. Appearing ona 
billboard at the Waltham 
Road overbridge in 
Christchurch as part of 
their nationwide 
advertising campaign they 
stated, “they would have 
no qualms pulling 
(genetically modified) 
crops”. 





Richard Mangon part of 
the local anti GE campaign 





and spokesperson for the 
group: Christchurch Anti 
GE Destroyers (CAGED) was 
pleased with the support 
from the two Speight’s 
mates “We are always 
grateful for support from 
two dimensional billboard 
characters. It is 
especially interesting 
considering the appeal 
with the rural community 
these two have, as many 
small farmers around the 
world will be forced to 
walk off their farms due 
to increased dependence on 
agri-business 
multinationals like 








wade into GE 


Monsanto”. Richard was 
further quoted as saying 
“Good on ya mates!” And 
was looking forward to 
“seeing them in the 
fields.” 





Speight’s Breweries 
declined to comment until 
it had spoken further to 
its two dimensional 
billboard characters. 


Source: 
http://www. indymedia.org.nz 





Nelson: Protestors Target GE Foods 


Lo 9.04 


A dozen opponents of 
GH EOoodmodescendeamonmed 
Nelson Supermarket at 5 pm 
this evening to educate 
consumers about unlabelled 
GE Food. 

The protestors 

labelled foods containing 
genetically modified 


Resignation - 27/1/03 - 
Dame Susan Devoy says 
she felt forced to resign as 
patron of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Association because of the 
views of a small group of 
members who could not 
tolerate her opposition to 
GM agriculture. 


organisms, to allow 
shoppers to decide for 
themselves if they want to 
risk the unforeseen health 
risks of eating GE foods. 
They also packed a number 
of supermarket trolleys 
with GE Foods, and 
attached warning posters 
to the trolleys before 


Auckland: Campaign - 15/01/03 - MAdGE 
has launches legal action aimed at stopping 
New Zealand's biggest research project in 
genetic modification of animals. MAdGE 
issued a proceedings in the High Court at 
Auckland seeking to cancel the decision by 
Environmental Risk Management Authority 
(ERMA), allowing AgResearch to insert human 
and other animal genes into cows. 


being ejected from the 
premises by management. 
“There are unlabelled 
genetically engineered 
foods on supermarket 
shelves in this country. 
We’re offering consumers 
access to vital 
information and attempting 
to place more pressure on 
food companies who are 


Waikeke Island: Ge 
Free Status - 01/01/99 
Waiheke Island 
declared itself GE free. 
Other councils now 
expressing interest 
include Nelson, 
Hawkes Bay and 
Wanganui. 


Christchurch: Shoppers Warned Off GE Foods 


01.15.04 


Christchurch 
shoppers were warned about 
foods containing 
genetically engineered 
ingredients when local 
activists undertook a GE 
food education exercise in 
a city supermarket this 
evening. 

A group of locals 
opposed to GE food placed 
warning labels on products 
containing GE ingredients 
and constructed displays 
highlighting foods that 
customers should avoid, at 
Pak N Save, Moorhouse 
Avenue, Christchurch. 


Police were called 
after staff were alerted 
to their presence, 


but 


already struggling against 
the tide of opposition to 
GE.” Said protest organiser 
Duncan Eddy. 

“ Most people don’t 
want to eat the stuff, and 
they have the right to know 
what foods contain GE. Once 
a strict labelling regime 
is in place, the bottom 
will fall out of the GE 
food market.” 


following a confrontation 
between activists and 
security, the activists 
narrowly evaded arrest. 


“Many New Zealanders 
are realising that it’s 
time to take practical 
steps to keep GE out of 
our foodchain and our 
environment.” Said group 
spokesperson Duncan Eddy 

“GE foods still sit 
unlabelled on supermarket 
shelves, which is, quite 
simply, unacceptable. 
Couple this with a high 
level of discontent over 
the lifting of the GE 
moratorium, and you can 
expect to see a lot more 
citizen initiated direct 


“As Government has 
proved unwilling to listen 
to New Zealanders on this 
issue, and some companies 
are still quietly feeding 
New Zealanders GE food, 
direct action is 
justified. We’re willing 
to do whatever it takes to 
stop GE contaminating our 
food and our environment.” 


action against GE food and 
Crops:..” 

Tonight’s activity was 
the latest in a series of 
anti GE actions carried 
out around the country 
following the PMEA GE Free 
Direct Action Training 
Camp in Motueka earlier 
this month. Similar 
actions have received 
favourable reaction from 
consumers. 

“Tt’s not surprising 
that people are opposed to 
having new and untested 
genetically mutated 
organisms in their food. 
Once comprehensive GE food 
labelling is introduced 
the bottom will fall out 
of the GE market.” Said 
Eddy. 





The action took place 
at Nelson New World, 
Montgomery Square. 
Protestors encouraged 
management to adopt a GE 
Free policy. 

Companies singled out for 
particular attention were 
Mainland, and Inghams 
Chicken. 


http: //www.indymedia.org.nz 





“Thoughts ran in me that words and writing were nothing and 


must die, for action is the essence of all, and if thou dost not act, 


thou does nothing.” 


- Gerrard Winstanly 
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LOCAL ACTIONS 


National: 
Arnott’s 
pressured to 
change policy 
on GE 


11.12.03 


After a short and 
very successful campaign 
by the Peoples 
MoratoriumEnforcement? 
Agency (PMEA), Arnott’s 
maker of some of New 
Zealand’s favourite 
biscuits has decided to 
reintroduce a non-GE 
policy. 

The PMEA had planned 
to target Arnott’s fora 
National Day of Action on 
December 13 demanding a 
commitment to source non- 
GE ingredients. After 
great interest from the 
public in taking action 
the company changed its 
public policy from 
compliance with labelling 
legislation to actively 
sourcing non-GE 


é 


2 New Zea Zane needs a 
“ALS United Future 


. “ta =~ 
GE Activists hi-jack the United Futu 





re party foreshore protest. (2003) 


ingredients. In response 
to this announcement the 
National Day of Action 
will no longer be taking 
place. 

“We welcome Arnott’s 
decision and commend them 
for listening to their 
customers.” said Lenka 
Rochford, a PMEA 
spokesperson. 

“This shows how 
effective consumer 
pressure and direct action 
can be. It is a great 
victory for the GE 
movement” 

“Since the government 
has done nothing to 
safeguard New Zealanders 
from GE contaminated food, 
it is up to us, the people 
of Aotearoa to keep this 
country GE free. We will 
do anything necessary to 
achieve this.” 

“PMEA will continue 
to advocate the use of 
non-violent direct action 
to oppose thecontamination 
of our fields and food.” 
Said Rochford. 





Source: 
http://www.indymedia.org.nz 





Target Success! 





ATEINO CIE” S\ jOUIoILaLC jexoJlaLesy 
on November 19: 








“We understand that 
genetically modified 
food is an issue of 
importance forlocal 
consumers and ensure 
that any ingredients 
that are, or may be, 
genetically modified 
are labelled in 
accordance with Food 
Standards Australia 
(FSANZ) labelling 
regulations.” 


Arnott’s policy on 
December 9: 





“Arnott’s continues to 
pay premiums to source 
and use non- 
genetically modified 
ingredients, 

ALC Libiela ine; 2 


- Identity-preserved 
lecithin made from 
certified non- 
genetically modified 
soy 


-— Certified GMO free 
wheat, chocolate, 
sugar and sunola oil. 


And we continue to 
audit all our 
suppliers to seek to 
ensure our products do 
not contain 
ingredients that are 
genetically modified. 


lm GaSe, GO elie loasic 
of our knowledge, no 
Arnott’s products 
contain GMOs.” 





India: Satyagraha - 10/12/02: 
Workers, peasants, women and youth 
started a seed Satyargaha to protect 
their sovereignty for survival and 
sustenance of human community and to 
re-assert their rights over the rare 
varieties of rice seeds by 

courting arrests in large numbers. 


Japan: Demo - 12/12/03 - No! 
GMO Campaign visited 
Monsanto 

Japan to demand Monsanto 
not to apply for the 
commercialisation of the GM 
rice Matsuribare. 


UK: Court - 7/1/03 - 
Protesters who damaged a 
genetically modified crop 
claim the case against them 
was dropped because 
prosecutors knew a jury 
would be sympathetic. 


USA: Convicted - 20/ 
1/03 - Two women (69, 
79) were convicted of 
trespassing and fined 
$50 in municipal court 
during a supermarket 
protest. 


Pie: Biotech 
Baking Brigade 


21.1.04 


On 21st January 
Paul Rylott - top GM 
scientist at Bayer 
Cropscience delivered a 
stirring speech on how 
to manage consumer 
response to biotechnol- 
ogy, at a conference on 
Managing and Predicting 
Crisis in the Food 
Industry. 

As he took his 
place in the queue for 
his buffet dinner a 
polite call of “Mr 
Rylott?” brought him 
face to face with a 
chocolate fudge cake 
(skipped and stale) 
covered with the sweaty 
rotting whipped cream and 
the shout “That’s for GM!” 
Before the assualting 
party fled. 

Some leaflets were given 


UK: Home 


Revisisted 
5 ILA 03 





Michael O’Brien 
recieved another visit 
from concerned individuals 
on the evening of Monday 
ist December. 


At around 10pm, 18 
people arrived at 
Michael’s suburban Essex 
estate to let him know 
that it really would be a 
good idea for Bayer to get 
out of GM. 

While we made our 
presense known to Michael 
(who observed us from his 


Phillipines: Rally - 04/12/01 Rally issued a closure 
order on Monsanto as a symbolic protest against 
the on-going Bt corn field testing being undergone 
by the agrochem giant. The closure order was 


issued after Monsanto together with other 


agrochemical TNCs were found guilty of the 


following crimes: genocide, plunder of 


environmental resources, devastation of the 


out to the surprised and 
immobilised crowd and all 
those protesting left be- 
fore the cops arrived. 
This is part of a national 








UK campaign against Bayer 
and against GM 
commercialisation. Actions 


taken place have included 
junk mailing, sabotage 
including lock glueing, 


bedroom window) with air 
horns and shouting, a more 
permanent reminder of our 
message was left ‘NO 
GM’ was sprayed with weed 
killer on his front lawn. 
Our time with 

Michael was brief and 
after not more than five 
minutes we vanished into 


the night as sirens made 
the sound track for our 


exit. (ie. the police 
response time was about 5 
minutes and two squad cars 
were sent- short and sweet 
visits seem the way 
forward!) Until next time 
Michael.... 


Source: 
http://www. stopbayergm.org/ 





Phillipines: Crop 
Trashing - 

10/12/01 - Earth Firstlers 
and other trash field 
containing BT corn. 


spraypainting, window 
breaking, golf courses 
destroyed , office occupa-— 
tions, noise demonstra- 
tions and trespasses. 
The biotech baking 
brigade stated: “ GM 
Technology is the lat- 
est onslaught of a 
bland and tedious in- 
dustrial technological 
society against the 
planet. 
We are against monocul- 
ture and for 
biodiversity, against 
the domestication of 
people and land, and 
for the wild. There is 
no neutral ground: 
everyone is called upon 
to choice their side. 
Whenever They strike - 
be they government, 
corporations or 
greenwash quangos - we 
will strike back. They 
have declared war on us 
and our planet: 
answer it. 


we will 


http: //www.stopbayergm.org 





UK: Locks 
Glued 
12.12.2003 

Locks were jammed at 


Dystar, a Bayer subsidary, 
in Huddersfield. 





Source: 
http://www. stopbayergm.org 








USA: Arson - 26/01/02 Construction site of GE 
Research Center at a University had incendiaries left 
in the main trailer and two pieces of heavy machinery, 
including a bulldozer. Heavy damage was caused to 

the machinery and trailer by the fire, which then 
spread to the adjacent Crop Research building. For 
the end of capitalism and the mechanization of our 


lives!” 


environment and destruction of productive forces. 
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INT’L ACTIONS 


USA: Crop Damage - 12/01/00 - 
Nighttime gardeners raid federal biotech 


Greece: Anti- 
GMO 
demonstration 


SOR ei 20108 


“Big manifestation” 
took place right in the 
heart of Agricultural 
production of Greece, 
Thessally, where more than 
40 groups of farmer 
Unions, Ecology groups and 
organizations demonstrated 
for characterizing 
Thessaly GMO-free land. 

Big manifestation 
took place last week in 
Ela@ Garey Oi Wieslleela, seselaie 
in the heart of Thessalian 
fields, the biggest crop 
giving area in Greece 
demonstrating against the 
E.U.’ approval tactics 
opening the path of GMO 
@wUhe aye LOM. 

The event got 
organized from around 40 
different portions having 
to do with agriculture 
like local AgroUnions?, 
farmers of Organic and 
Natural agriculture, 
scientists and 
representatives of other 
groups like Greek Green 
party members, Greenpeace 
Seer 

The choice was not 
accidental, as Thessaly 
dominates the greatest 


portion of Greece’s 
aciesLeulliewmell jorwechsicicaom iia 
various plantations and 
has a long history of 
long- hard-struggle 
manifestations and strikes 
against governmental 
policy. 

The demonstrations 
gesture was to declare 
Thessaly’s farmers will of 
characterising it GMO-free 
zone, following the 
example of similar areas 
in Britain and Austria 
An anti-GMO movement is 
yet growing rapidly in 
land. Last research 
results showed that the 
93% of Greeks do not want 
GMO-cultivation in their 
land nor GMO products in 
their plate. Many 
presentations concerning 
the future of agriculture 
and food production have 
been already made in major 
cities by eco- 
organisations, especially 
eutic@ie cle Ho. llasc 
decisions. Nevertheless, 
EMere”’S Ihewe mor loeem a 
formal governmental 
placement condemning GMO, 
when prime ministers early 
statements for moving 
towards in biotechnology 
fields rather gives an 
obscured idea of true 
political intentions. 


source: 
http://www. indymedia.org.uk 





UK: PBI Shut For Xmas 


19.12.03 


Today activists from 
London visited the offices 
of PBI Home & Garden, a 
Bayer owned company in 
Hertfordshire. They stuck 


research facility in celebration of ‘National 


up anti-GM posters, glued 
the locks to the front 
door and intercom and 
spray painted “NO GMO”. 


Source: 
http://www.stopbayergm.org/ 





Equador: Blockade -12/01/00 ‘Ecological Action’ 
Activists and the small farmer members of the 
‘National Peasant Coordinator’ block a USA Ship from 


Australia: 


GM 
feed at Inghams 
for Christmas 





24.12.2003 





Ingham Enterprises, 
Australia’s largest poultry 
producer, received a suprise 
Christmas visit from 
reenpeace today, with giant 
hooks pulling a red santa- 
leigh filled with half a ton 
f£ GM-free soy, and giant 
hristmas cards signed by 
onsumers around Australia 
hich say, “All we want from 
ngham is a GM-free 
hristmas”. 

This is part of a 
concerted campaign to 
highlight GM soy in Inghams 
poultry, and the marketing of 
Genetically Engineered Food 
Labelled for Corporate Profit 
in Australia in general. 

The campaign was 
launched in October 2003 when 
thirteen activists were 
arrested as Greenpeace took 
action to prevent the 
distribution of Inghams 
poultry feed, revealing that 
Inghams is the largest single 
user of genetically modified 
(GM) crops in Australia. 

Ingham Enterprises is 
ranked number 176 out of the 
top 2000 companies in 
Australia. The company 
generates the majority of its 
income from Poultry 
Processing. 





QHez QaQqQgoaonAaA Dn 








Source: 
http://www.biotechimc.org 





USA: Crop Damage - 20/01/00 
‘Fragaria Freedom Farmers’ 
uproot a small research field of 


Biotech Month.’ Reclaim the Seeds 
gardeners ushered in the gardening 
season by cutting into a greenhouse 
containing transgenic wheat and then 
proceeded to destroyed over half the 
crops and ruin the experiment. 


docking and unloading 30,000 tonnes of transgenic 
soy by using two small boats and boarding it. Other 
environmentalists enter the port authority office with an 
ombudsman, a civilian judge and successful demand 
port authorities to refuse docking permision under 
Ecuadors import ban on transgenic products. 


engineered strawberries and left 
organic seeds at the site. Target 
company Plant Science Inc 
website states that it “remains 
grateful to God for their clients 
and friends.” 
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UK: Bayer 
Targetted in 
Widnes 


11.12.2003 


On Thursday 11th 
December half a dozen 
Lancastrians made their 
way to a pesticide 
manufacturing site in 
Widnes to protest against 
Bayer’s involvement in GM 
crops. Some of them 
entered the building, 
whilst others help up 
banners, made lots of 
noise and leafletted the 
staff car park. Work was 
disrupted for two anda 
half hours, as staff 
locked themselves into 
their offices and site 
security barricaded the 
gates against the 
protestors. People inside 
the building eventually 
got to discuss Bayer’s GM 
involvement with the site 
manager and demanded that 
Bayer pull out of GM now. 
Bayer CropScience? 
(formerly Aventis 
CropScience) has tried to 
keep a low profile over 
its GM activities. The 
recent actions have scared 
Bayer into trying to 
prevent further 
demonstrations, and 
consequently restricting 
freedom of speech, by 
asking for a court 
injunction against named 
individuals and groups. 











Source: 
http://www. indymedia.org.uk/ 





UK: Pie - 24/01/00 
Biotic Baking 
Brigade cell pie 
Keith Campbell, the 
creater of Dolly the 
cloned sheep at a 
promotional talk for 
his book “The 
Second Creation’. 


Canada: Pie - 28/01/00 
John Herity of Environment 
Canada is the third pie 
victim at the Conference on 
Biosafety via the Greenpies 
delivery agents. They 
testified that GE pies are 
good for CEOs and 
government officials. 


Italy: Bomb 
Blast Against 
Bayer 
Involvement 
With GMO’s 


Allo iil -2OOS 


On thursday the 27th 
of November an 
electricitysupplying 
station in Bergamo, Italy, 
has been subject to a pipe- 
bomb blast. Also some 
unexploded incendiary 
devices have been found on 
site, on a grating covering 
underground wire cables. On 
the wall a spraypainted 
message: “Bayer leave the 
GMO’s market - No to 
Biotechnology” Near this 
electricity supplying 
station there is a Bayer 
industrial site, including 
the Bayer Crop Science 
department, which is 
heavily involved with the 
development and use of 
GMO’s in agriculture. 

The communique left on 
site and published by local 
newspapers stated that the 
action was done to stop the 
works inside the factory 


and as a direct attack 
against the genetic 
engineering projects of 
multinationals, addressing 
to Bayer Crop Science a 
responsability in all of 
this. 

The explosion led to 
a black out for 3 small 
towns in the area for a 
couple minutes, until an 
emergency generator 
switched on. AS a response 
to the action Bayer said 
they have no links with 
GMO’ s! 

In the last 5 years 
in Italy, many 
multinational companies 
dealing with GMO’s had to 
face not only protests but 
also direct action, that 
resulted in millions of 
euros of damages 
alltogether, with crops 
destroyed, seeds stores 
torched, machinery sabbed, 
labs raided and trucks 
torched. Nestlé, Monsanto, 
Aventis, Syngenta, 
Nunhems, Piooner Hi-Breed, 
Bayer and various 
universities have all been 
subject to extensive 
direct action against 
genetic engineering. 


DOLEEeSr 
http://www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 





UK: Bayer Targeted At Golf 


Course (Again) 
28.12.03 


On December 28th 
activists sabotaged bourne 


Turf was removed and 
slogans expressing anti- 
GM/anti-Bayer sentiments 
were both spray painted 
and etched into the grass 
of the greens to convey 








golf course near cambridge 
as a protest against Bayer 
Cropscience, having 
received information that 
there would be a bayer golf 
tournament there the next 
day. 





Canada: March - 
29/01/00 1,000 
protesters marched 
through Montreal as 
a warning to 
delegates at 
meeting on the 
trade of transgenix. 
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the message that, until 
they cease their UK GM 
programme, Bayer 
representatives will be 
persued wherever they go. 








Source: 
http://www. stopbayergm.org 





Canada: Pies - 21 & 24/01/00 - ‘Les Entartistes’ pie the 
president of a biotech coalition at a biosecurity protocol 
conference and also the Canadian Federal Minister of Health 
received his just desserts 3 days later as part of the ‘Pastry 
Uprising Against Genetix.’ They stated that the first ‘ge pie 
was tested on a dozen other guinea-pigs before...” which was 
also voluntarily ‘labelled’ as transgenic with the words 
“Biotarte” (Biopie.) They stated that they force-fed the 
minister in return for Canadas force-feeding of GE foods. 


SNOILOV 1.LNI 


INT’L ACTIONS 


UK: Bayer pulls 


23.12.2003 


According to a 
Reuters report Bayer Crop 
Science is pulling out of 
the approval procedures 
for six genetically 
modified (GM) seed 
varieties in the UK. 


“Bayer CropScience, 
the UK arm of German drugs 
and chemicals giant Bayer 
, has withdrawn six 
applications for approval 
of genetically modified 
(GMO) seed varieties from 
the UK’s National Seed 
List, a spokesman for the 
company said on Thursday. 

.-” Ther varieties in 
question are 5 winter and 
summer rape seed anda 
maize varities. The 
approval procedure for 
another four rape seed 
varietes however is going 
on. 

In Europe, new seed 
varietes need to be 
approved by a national 
seed register, before they 
are sold on th market. 
This is independent on 
whether they are GM or 
not. It is tested whether 
the varieties are stable, 
whether they can be 


GM seed applications 


distinguished clearly from 
other varieties and 
whether they perform 
better then other 
varieties. 

The national seed 
catalogues were introduced 





when seed producers 
started to produce seed 
commercially on a larger 


scale, to ensure that 
farmers would know what 
they are buying. Ina 
system where seed is farm- 
saved or where small 
quantities of seeds are 
swapped between farmers 


that know one another such 
a controll system is 
generally not needed. 
Landraces often do 
not fulfill the criteria 
of unique, stable and 
distinguishable, because 
their strenght is often 
that they contain 
different types, and that 
their performance meets 
the spefic area in which 
they are grown without 
necessarily outperforming 
other varieties under a 
number of different 
growing conditions. 
New varieties in a seed 
approval procedure are 
supposed to be grown 
without agrochemicals to 
evaluate their strength. 
Herbicide resistant 
crops however are meant to 
be grown with herbicide 
application, and often 
they will only have a 
chance to outperform 
conventional varieties if 
herbicides are applied. It 
is unclear how the 
different competent 
authorities in the 
European Union are about 
to handle this. 


Source: 
http://www. indymedia.org.uk 





UK: Bayer Awarded Injunctions Against Activists 


9/1/04 


DEavVicrEuEespecus 
totally the rights of 
groups or individuals to 
promote the discussion of 
current issues of general 
interest, such as GM 
organisms, but wishes to 
ensure that any protesting 
activity stays within the 
law and does not involve 
the harassment or 
intimidation of its 


employees.” - Bayer 
Spokesman 
Bayer, the biggest 


company involved in the 
development of genetically 
modified crops in the UK 


has won an injunction 
against a number of groups 
and individuals who have 
been campaigning against 
them. They have been 
granted an injunction by 
the High Court which 
seriously limits the right 
to protest and is a direct 
attack on freedom of 
speech. 

Bayer have an 
interim injunction (until 
llth February) under the 
terms of the Protection 
from Harassment Act (which 
was originally trumpeted 
as a way to protect women 
from stalkers, but was 
first used against animal 
rights protesters, (see 
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http://www.schnews.org 
Newsletter 126). The 
injunction places severe 
restrictions on certain 
group’s and individual’s 
right to protest and their 
freedom of expression. 
These injunctions have 
been used against animal 
rights campaigners to 
restrict the right to 
protest which has caused 
some problems for the 
protesters although the 
use of imaginative tactics 
have kept the campaigns 
alive. However this is the 
first time the Act has 
been used against anti-GM 
campaigners. Anti-GM 
campaigners are merely 


UK: Pink Castle Four Suffer Perversely Pricey 
Ping Pong Justice 


16.12.2003 


4 anti GM activists 
ordered to pay up to £1000 
court costs each for 
attempting to prevent 
planting of GM field 
trial. 


On 15th December 
2003 a District Judge in 
Weymouth, Dorset found 4 
anti-GM activists Liz 
Snook, Olaf Bayer, Richard 
Whistance and Will Hart 
guilty of aggravated 
trespass for attaching 
themselves to tractors in 
an attempt to prevent the 
sewing a farmscale trial 
of GM maize near Weymouth 
in May 2002. The four were 
given conditional 
discharges lasting 18 
months, 1 person was 
ordered to pay £250 court 
costs and the other three 
were ordered to pay court 
costs of £1000 each. 

Some of the 
activists are planning to 
refuse to pay their court 
costs and are willing to 
go to prison if need be. 
Others due to personal 
circumstances are going to 








trying to enforce what the 
public want, which 
according to the 
government’s own research, 
is no GM crops grown in 
Britain (SchNEWS 425). It 
is Bayer that is harassing 
the public by forcing GM 
crops on an unwilling 
DublEKCE 

So do we feel sorry 
for Bayer who supposedly 
have been harassed by 
“green terrorists”? Well 
no. They weren’t exactly 
honest when they got the 
injunction. When you apply 
for an injunction you must 
go to the courts with 
“clean hands”, but Bayer’s 


have to pay their court 
costs and would really 
appreciate any help that 


people are able to offer 
in paying their costs. 








offers of help should be 
sent to 
info@geneticsaction.org.uk 
Yesterdays guilty 
verdict and sentencing 
marks the end of a drawn 
out and contradictory 
legal process. In March 
2003 all 4 activists were 
cleared of aggravated 


hands are dirty - they 
failed to mention that 
there are a number of 


trespass by the same 
District Judge. At the 
original trial, he 
commented that the four 
had acted ina 
“reasonable” way and said 
“I can see you all have 
huge knowledge of GM crops 
and I can see you were 
acting to protect the land 
and animals.” 

However, in November 
2003 following a 
successful appeal by the 
Director of Public 
Prosecution, 2 high court 
judges overturned the 
District Judges earlier 
decision, and ruled that 
the four activists should 
be sent back to the 
magistrates court with an 
order to convict and 
sentence and them. 





For more information 
on the Pink Castle action 
go to htt[://www.sayhi.to/ 
thecastle (see 
Decontaminate! Issue 1: 
Int’l Past Action.) For 
more information on 
previous court cases go to 
Indymedia UK Indymedia UK 


Source: 
http://www. indymedia.org.uk/ 





outstanding court cases 
against them... not 
exactly honest. Schnews! 
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SNOILOV 1.LNI 


INTERVIEWS 





Selections from the PMEA 
Direct Action Interviews 
by by Matt Nippert 
matt_nippert@yahoo.com 





Edith van Zelderson 





M: When is direct-action 
justified? 

EB: When it’s irreversible, 
when there could be 
irreversible damage done - 
either known or unknown. 





“Pierre” 


M: What are you hoping to 
see come out of camp? 

P: I hope that people go 
away being empowered, 
inspired, having skills 
that they can take home, 
that they can find a few 
friends and start doing 
things. Direct action to 
me can be anything from 
pressuring companies to 

E ingredients from 








remove GE 
their food products, 
pressuring supermarkets 
not to stock those 
products, stopping field 
trials from happening. We 
do have the mandate from 
the vast majority of New 
Zealanders to do that. So 
I hope people go away 
inspired to be part of it. 
It’s necessary, now that 
the government has lifted 
the moratorium, to take 
the campaign to a new 
Step. 

This government is just 
obsessed with a free trade 
agreement, to me that is a 
big part of the reason why 
this government is scared 
to do what a lot of other 
countries are doing. A lot 
of other countries are 
banning GE field trials, 
this country isn’t. Take 
Switzerland, a country of 
comparatively the same 
size, they’ve had no field 
trials since 1991. They’ve 
banned field trials that 
specifically included the 
same gene constructs that 
are being used in NZ 





because they think it’s 
unsafe. 


Lieth McLean 





A lot of opponents of 
genetic engineering are 
referred to as Luddites. 
Which I actually take as 
something of a compliment, 
because the original 
Luddites were textile 
workers. They believed 
that the development of 
the mechanical loom was 
going to lose them their 
jobs. And so they went and 
sabotaged the looms and 
trashed the new technology 
and their opponents were 
‘oh no, you’re crazy. What 
are you doing? You’re 
opposed to progress!’ Of 
course the Luddites were 
right, they were laid off 
because of the mechanical 
loom. 

M: Luddites, to me, were 
concerned primarily about 
benefits of new machinery. 
It was captured by owners 
while workers were be left 
destitute. 

L: That’s exactly it, it’s 
the same situation with 
GE. If you’re going to 
call Luddites anti- 
scientific E I’d have to 
refer them to Albert 
Einstein, who specifically 
said that ‘in our current 
system, the benefits of 
new technology often go to 
a few rather than 
alleviating the burden of 
the many.’ 




















Lenka Rochford 





M: Why is it necessary to 
resort to direct action? 
L: We’ve exhausted every 
other possible avenue. 
We’ve done petitions, 
we’ve done submissions, 
we’ve marched up and down 
Lambton Quay a couple of 
million times, we’ve 
written letters to the 
editor - we’ve done it 
all, and nobody’s 
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listening, nobody’s ever 
really responded to what 
we’ve done. This is all 
we’ve got left. 

M: To scientists 
undertaking GE, you 
probably are quite scary 
and dangerous. 

L: I don’t care what they 
think, they’re never going 
to support us no matter 
what we do. I’m not 
concerned about the 
corporate scientists 
undertaking field trials, 
fuck them. I’m talking 
about the average people 
at home who make the 
decision about what to buy 
when they go shopping. 
Making the decision 
whether they should vote 
for Labour yet again. 
Making this an issue that 
they think about when they 
make everyday decisions. 
If nobody buys this shit, 
then it’s going to stop 
going into the country, 
then we’ve won. 





“Annie” 


M: When does it become 
necessary to break the 
law? 

A: Personally, I think it 
became necessary when GE 
began to threaten the 
environment. Direct action 
is now the only way to 
stop that. I don’t know 
why the GE movement wasted 
face and energy doing a 
non-direct action 
campaign. It’s useless. We 
should be learning from 
past struggles: 
suffragettes, civil 
rights, that direct action 
is essential and that it 
works. 

M: Public support, how 
important is it to the GE 
Free campaign? 

A: That’s something that’s 
holding the GE movement 
back. Generally, when 
people start to talk about 
change, they’re not 
popular. Malcolm X was not 














popular. Such campaigns as 
‘keep it in the lab’, and 
purse power, are 
ineffective. These are 
compromisers that 
GEngineers should be 
asking for, not the 
movement. Groups have 
started compromising, 
before they’ve even 
started fighting. It’s a 
compromise. People have 
this idea that keeping it 
in the lab is safe - it’s 
not. They’ve put the labs 
in the too-hard basket. 
Labelling is pointless. 
What is grown in the third 
world will come from 
experiments in the first 
world. That’s why we’re a 
neo-Luddite movement, GE 
is dispossession of the 
peasants. During the so- 
called industrial 
revolution several groups 
of peasants destroyed the 
machines they knew would 
destroy their way of life. 
They went from relatively 
communal to being sent to 
the cities as wage-slaves. 
GE is doing the same 
thing. Global peasants: 
Mexico, Argentina, are 
really concerned about GE, 
it’ll destroy peasant ways 
of life. We here in the 
first world have to 
destroy this technology 
while we can. Keeping it 
in the lab won’t work. 

M: What’s next, after this 
camp? 

A: I’m expect there to be 
a couple of mass, open 
trashings, and subsequent 
media trashing. After 
that, everything’s going 
to go covert. Small cells, 
like ELF and the Nightime 
Gardeners. Once people 
realize open trashing will 
just get them arrested and 
tied up in the legal 
system. Then, hopefully, a 
neo-Luddite revolution. 




















Gl 














ACTION CAMP 


Andre Prassinos 





M: What do you think of 
the term eco-terrorist? 

A: Get rid of the rid of 
the prefix eco for the 
moment, my problem is with 
the word terrorist. 
Terrorism is today what 
communism was in the 50’s, 
it’s a convenient label to 
use against anybody whose 
ideology conflicts with 
yours. In branding 
somebody a terrorist, 
particularly with the 
draconian legislation on 
the books, it’s 
essentially a schoolyard 
threat by the biggest 
bully on the block. I 
think the continued use of 
eco-terrorism is actually 
a good thing because the 
actions of the people that 
are at gathering like this 
and across the world, 
except perhaps for the 
most extreme examples, 
can’t be viewed as 
anything approaching 
terrorism. Nobody’s car- 
bombing New World. The 
fact that our opponents 
brand us with such an 
extreme term is ultimately 
going to run against them. 





“Daniel” 


M: What do you think of 
the term eco-terrorist? 
D: Propaganda term. It 
comes from a need to 
alientate the public from 
direct-actioners. It’s a 
buzz-word. Incrediably 
incendiary with the use of 
the word terror. The real 
definition of a terrorist 
is someone who uses 
violence or fear of 
violence to achieve 
political change. No one 





“Jane Smith” 





M: How do you feel about 
being labeled an eco- 
terrorist? 

J: It’s pegorative. 
about people hating 
socially responsible acts 
performed autonomously in 
the best interests of the 
community. 

M: Why are you anti-GE? 

J: I don’t think things 
become clear on the total 
effects of the ecosystem. 
It’s had unpredicatable 
effects when grown 
commercially - and even in 
some of the trials. I’m 
out here working on 
organic farms. There are 
always some traditional 
farming methods that mean 
you could have higher 
yields. What’s important 
is that the biotech 
companies and the US 
lobbies that back them is 
an economic power trying 
to force government and 
farmers into supporting a 
big experiment. It’s about 
corporate control of 
finite resources. GE is 
part of a broader 
ecological and social 
movement. 


It’s 





Jesse Duffield 





M: Why are you anti-GE? 

J: Concerned about the 
environmental impact of 
the irreversible nature of 
GE organisms being 
released into the 
environment. Concerned 
about social impacts of 
multinational corporations 
patenting lifeforms. Most 
importantly, concerned 
about the effects on non- 
human animals that these 











here is talking about or 
even threatening living 
things (except plants). 
There’s no intent to harm 
people. To attach the term 
terrorism to DA is a bald- 
faced lie. 
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experiments will bring. As 
a concerned citizenry, we 
have a responsibility to 
do something about it. 


Find the entire interviews at 
http://www.indymedia.org.nz 
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OPINION 


NOURISHING THE GRASSROOTS 


Forming Clusters in New Zealand’s GE-free Movement 


By ThePen. 


Over the last few months, 
several clusters of activists have 
formed around New Zealand. Some 
have formed to deal with a specific 
project, some have been a natural 
result of the increasing organisation 
of grassroots activits in general, and 
some have formed in the wake of 
the people’s Moratorium 
Enforcement Agency’s direct action 
training camp. At that camp, a 
meeting decided to organise the 
willing genetic engineering activists 
into a network of affinity groups 
spread throughout the country, with 
affinity groups forming up into 
clusters on a regional level. I’d like 
to write about how clusters 
function, how to set one up, and 
then I’m going to move on to some 
thoughts on clusters in the GE-free 
movement in New Zealand. 

Some jargon would be useful 
about now. An “affinity group” is a 
group of people that have an affinity 
(something that holds them 
together). It might be a common 
political philosophy, or all the 
mebers might live on the same 
street or they might all be friends or 
enjoy organising similar sorts of 
events. The affinity is what makes 
them decide to organise together. 
An affinity group might use any sort 
of decision-making process, from 
consensus to majority rules or even 
committee decisions. The method 
they use usually doesn’t limit their 
participation in clusters. Now, 
because affinity groups can be quite 
narrow, focussing on one sort of 
event or only including people that 
are already friends, it’s necessary to 
organise them together in some way 
for large campaigns. A cluster is one 
of the ways of doing this. 

A cluster is simply a group of 
affinity groups who have decided 
that it’s worth meeting together for 
whatever purpose. It might be to 


debate an issue, or to co-ordinate 
their resources and actions on a 
campaign, or it might be simply so 
the different groups can keep up to 
date on what other people are doing. 
Or any number of these or other 
reasons. Affinity groups might form 
a cluster with other affinity groups 
in their region, or to organise a 
particular event. A cluster can last 
just long enough to do an event, or 
for the duration of a campaign, or 
permanently, depending on its 
purpose. A cluster doesn’t attempt 
to get all the affinity groups to 
become one, nor does it usually get 
them to agree on common principles 
of action. A cluster isn’t another 
group, it’s a collection of groups. 
Typically, the only binding 
decisions made in a cluster are to do 
with the cluster itself; things like 
the conduct of its meetings, the 
focus of the cluster itself, who’s 
allowed to know about what goes 
on in cluster meetings, and the use 
of resources that the group is 
attempting to share. 

For example, the PMEA is 
meant to be organised using clusters 
and affinity groups. Someone also 
put forward a proposal at the camp 
to set up a research institute to find 
information on genetic engineering 
in New Zealand and publish it 
openly. Because the clusters are 
likely to be the ones acting on this 
research, it would be helpful if they 
could issue statements on the sorts 
of things they’d like to see 
researched. This would be like 
deciding how to use a collective 
resource. 

Clusters can set up all sorts of 
new affinity groups to perform tasks 
that serve the needs of the cluster, 
from research to publishing to 
minute-taking and mailouts to 
website maintenance. If individual 
affinity groups don’t have the 
resources to do these tasks 
themselves, clusters can help by 
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taking care of them for all the 
members. 

So clusters help affinity 
groups co-ordinate themselves. The 
other side of clusters is that they 
preserve the autonomy of the groups 
that make them up. Most clusters 
make decisions by consensus ! (the 
cluster model grew out of the 
anarchist organising tradition, so it 
is set up to be as non-hierarchical as 
possible), so no group can be bound 
to a decision they’re really unhappy 
with. This means that even if the 
cluster tries to make rules that 
would have an effect on the 
individual affinity groups, no 
affinity group can end up bound by 
a rule they are unhappy with. It’s 
important to realise that differences 
are likely to come up between 
different groups in a cluster, and 
some of these differences might 
prove impossible to resolve. 
Sometimes, these differences are 
over things that the cluster 
shouldn’t have anything to do with, 
like the internal organisation of the 
groups involved. These sorts of 
disagreements shouldn’t really 
threaten the existence of the cluster, 
but sometimes they get out of hand 
and do. It’s usually best to adopt a 
live-and-let-live attitude to these 
sorts of things, and for people from 
outside the dispute to mediate it. 
Other times, there will be 
fundamental disagreements about 
things that really do threaten the 
existence of the cluster. For 
example, several affinity groups 
might disagree about the cluster’s 
security policy, or decision-making 
methods. These are the sorts of 
disagreements that you just can’t 
have if you want to have a 
functioning group, as whatever 
decision the cluster makes, it’s 
likely that there’ be someone who 
just doesn’t want to be involved as a 
result. If it ever gets to that point, 
that’s still fine. Clusters are fairly 


loose associations, more like 
formalised conversations than 
anything else. The important thing 
is keeping activists in the loop so 
they can continue to be active, so 
maybe there’s some way to send 
information to groups that can’t 
agree with the rest of the cluster 
members, or maybe there’s another 
cluster waiting to be formed with 
other methods. 

So if you want to set up a 
cluster, you could start with a rough 
idea of what sort of groups you’d 
like to involve. Inviting a bunch of 
them along to a meeting, and asking 
them to bring along others who 
might be interested, will give you a 
good core to begin with. At this 
meeting, ask yourselves what 
activities the cluster is going to 
focus on, what sort of groups and 
individuals can join, and what sort 
of things need to be done by the 
next meeting. From there, the 
direction of the cluster is up to the 
people involved, but it might 
include activities like creating a 
volunteer network, debating 
strategy, doing a newsletter or 
organising education and publicity. 
Continuing to grow the cluster with 
new members and forming links 
with other clusters would also be 
important in those groups struggling 
to build a mass movement. 

So how does all this 
contribute to a nationwide network? 
Well, clusters are basically 
communications hubs. One of the 
things a cluster should concern 
itself with is communications with 
other affinity groups and clusters 
working on similar causes. So let’s 
say, purely hypothetically, that a 
network of clusters was set up 
throughout every New Zealand city 
to co-ordinate direct action against 
developers and users of genetic 
engineering technology. They might 
send each other information about 
research or companies operating in 
the area of one of the clusters. They 
might co-ordinate around a 
newsletter, ensuring that articles on 
a variety of subjects from different 
regions get written with no overlap. 
They might even debate policies on 
a national level, though it could be 


very very hard to achieve consensus 
on this sort of thing. If a cluster had 
some sort of secrecy policy (as 
direct action clusters likely would), 
they would probably issue public 
statements to other groups to keep 
them up-to-date on some of the 
things going on in the cluster. If 
clusters keep in touch with one 
another, they can co-ordinate not 
just on a regional level, but also 
nationwide and even internationally. 

At present, there is a debate 
in the grassroots GE-free movement 
about what sort of nationwide 
network is being set up, and how 
the activists organising through 
affinity groups and clusters are 
going to relate to more official 
organisations like the research 
group suggested at the training 
camp. I think that these are issues 
that can only be tackled properly 
after clusters have been formed to 
give reliable communication and 
allow debate between activists 
throughout the country; until then, 
people involved in the debate have 
no way of knowing if the decisions 
they make are going to meet the 
approval of the activists who will be 
involved, nor even if the structures 
they put in place wil be useful. 
Starting up a cluster in your local 
area is one of the best things you 
can do to build a real grassroots 
movement against genetic 
engineering. “Decontaminate!” will 
be keeping the movement up to date 
with the developing network and 
how to be involved. 

Meanwhile, if anyone wants 
to start an affinity group for people 
who have no problem with GE as a 
technology, but instead object to it 
because of its role in the capitalist 
system, they can contact me through 
the editors of ”?Decontaminate!” 


1. The latest issue of the anarchist 
zine “Imminent Rebellion” has 

an excellent article on consensus 
decision-making. It’s available from 
http://i-r.enzyme.org.nz/ 
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NOTICEBOARD 


Wanted: Contribution and participa- 
tion with articles, letters to the editor, 
pictures, art, donations and people to 
help run Decontamiante! and make it 
work and become something 
beautiful! 


Contact: 
decontaminate@enzyme.org.nz 





Wanted: Footage for international GE 
film. Contributors are being sought for 
a film about the last six or seven 
years worth of campaigning against 
the introduction of genetically 
modified crops. If you have video 
footage of demonstrations, protests, 
office occupations or direct action, 
please let us know. We are also 
seeking people who have a specific 
personal involvement in the campaign 
in some way and are willing to be 
interviewed for the film. 


Contact: 
real2reel@videoactivism.org 





Get involved in the “Aotearoa GE 
Action Network”. AGEAN is a 
proposed umbrella network that was 
discussed at the PMEA Direct Action 
camp. If you would like get involved, 
subscribe to agean-organise- 
subscribe@lists.riseup.net 


EVENTS 


Look out for the next national day of 
action against company X in March- 
April. Join the discussion to choose a 
target by subscribing to agean- 
subscribe@lists.riseup.net. Note: final 
decisions are made by ‘spokes’ from 
existing affinity groups and other 
action groups. 





Pro GE: New Zealand Bioethics 
Conference 


“Ethics and Emerging 
Biotechnologies” 

13 - 15 Feb 2004 

Salmond Hall of Residence, Dunedin 
New Zealand 

CONTACT Sally Boult, 

PO Box 913, Dunedin 

+64 3 474 7977 

+64 3 474 7601 


sally.boult@stonebow.otago.ac.nz 


RESOURCES 


Register your property GE Free at 
http://www.gefreeregister.org.nz 





Get Action News online at http:// 


www.agean.org or via email by 
subscribing to agean-update- 
subscribe@lists.riseup.net for 
fortnightly summaries or agean- 
notify-subscribe@lists.riseup.net for 
immediate notification. 
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LOCAL PAST ACTION 





By Janice 


The weekend before the 
lifting of the moratorium 
on the commercial release 
of GE into NZ saw a 
gathering 70-90 protesters 
just outside the lawns of 
parliament. 
Representatives from 
various environmental/ 
anti-GE groups across the 
nation pitched their tents 
alongside autonomous 
concerned individuals ina 
united motion of dissent. 
Banners reading, “We’ve 
got spades, where’s your 
insurance?’,’GE FREE NZ’, 
and ‘Animals have a right 
to be GE FREE’ were 
prominentyl displayed as 
the main tent readied 
itself to dish up an 
organic vegan menu for the 
next few days. Despite 
targeting the GE issues 
from a wide array of 
different ideological 
angles, it was apparent 
that our intentions were 
quite uniform; to expose 
the NZ gov’t for its 
undemocratic decision, to 
network amongst ourselves, 
and, most importantly, to 
strategize, organize and 
mobilise against all forms 
of genetic engineering 
occuring, or forecasted to 
occur in New Zealand. 

After some initial 
hassling by the Wellington 
City Council, we shifted 
directly to the lawns of 
parliament and began with 
a full day of workshops 
and discussion. We looked 
at tactics, meetings 
skills, setting up better 
communication lines 
between ourselves, etc. 
Some sessions went well, 
were productive and have 
since bore hopeful 
results. The creation of 
tools such as the PMEA, a 
direct action camp, a DA 
booklet, and an O800 G 
Info line can be 
attributed to those days 






































Gl 


ENT CITY 


spent brainstorming at the 
beehive. Other discussions 
held, however, were in the 
tradition of some 
grassroots organizing 
worldwide; unproductive, 
unfocussed and for some, 
even infuriating. A few 
lessons recalled from 
these sessions might 
include; 


- Consensus decision making 
- this does not mean 
majority rules. Nor does 
it mean that everyone 
necessarily feels happy or 
agrees with the decision. 
It is unity not 
uniformity. If you are 
going to block consensus 
keep in mind that 
everyone’s time and energy 
will be directed back to 
your concerns. Make sure 
it’s worth their while, or 
consider living with a 
decision you don’t approve 
of. You can always abstain 
from taking part in any 
action. 


- It is important not to 
restate what you or anyone 
else has said. To keep 
things moving, try to say 
more with less. 


- The moment we begin 
personal attacks on each 
other rather than on 
ideas, solidarity is 
broken and the movement 
suffers. Ego is 
counterproductive. 





Come prepared. Bring notes 
about ideas, comments, 
concerns. Know how the 
consensus/ meeting process 
works so that it need not 
be discussed. Perhaps a 
meeting is not necessarily 
the best place to bring up 
concerns with process. 


- Keep focussed! 


Hopefully these points 
hold water for most 
without delving too far 
into them, and they will 
be duly registered in 
future gatherings. 
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Though we intended to 
camp out at parliament for 
3 nights, the entire day 
before the 2nd night was 
spent addressing 
harassment by the police. 
We were told that if we 
chose to spend the night 
in our tents, we risked 
arrest. Many of us called 
their bluff and stayed 
anyway, but only after the 
police succeeded in 
disjointing us and 
shifting our focus from 
GE-related issues to 
dealing with cops, (this 
diversionary tactic being, 
in my view, a popular 
motion on their part.) We 
were left in peace that 
night, but the next day 
police arrived in a long 
procession and began to 
dismantle the tents. There 
were 4 arrests made 
against those who chose to 
stay in their tents, some 
of whom were later 
released without charge. 
The remaining police 
formed a tight line, 
blocking our view from the 
action, but I was able to 
witness one womans face 
being planted into the 
concrete by her arresting 
officer to protestors 
cries of, ‘this is what 
democracy looks like!’ The 
woman’s scrapes were still 
visible a week later. 

Bad weather, stress and 
low spirits after the 
arrests made for the 
protestors to peter out 
and dwindle away aside 
from a few staunch 
remainers. Those left were 
concerned that we were 
sending an indiciation to 
the police that we’re an 
easy bunch to medle with. 
Thankfully, a plan of 
action had already been 
roughly laid, and is in 
fact constantly being 
followed up on. Dedication 
wasn’t squelched, it seems 
only to grow. 











Going Ga Ga over GM in 


G E N O A 


"A determined, battling 
demonstration closed yes- 
terday [May 25th 2000], the 
first day of the worldwide 
biotech exhibition in 
Genoa. Alas, we count sev- 
eral wounded among comrades 
and two arrests accused of 
having broken down the 
glass windows of a bank. 


"Many thousands of 
demonstrators gathered at 
9.00am in front of Genoa 
station for what the media 
were describing as the 
Italian Seattle. There were 
people from all over Italy 
and comrades from Switzer- 
land, France and Germany. 
More than 400 grassroots 
groups endorsed this demon- 





stration: there were anar- 
chists from Milan, Genoa 
and Rome; the social cen- 


tres from all over Italy, 
groups from the 'Green 
Galaxy' and a lot of other 
people. Also two political 
parties, the Greens and the 
Refounded Communist Party, 
joined the demonstration. 
[Worried about the direct 
action, Greenpeace and 
Friends of the Earth pulled 
out. ] 

"At 10.30am the demo 
started. Despite being a 
working day we were 10,000 
strong. The demo was led by 
1,000 'White Overalls' 
ready for the action with 
gas masks, shields and 
protective padding all over 
the body - but no weapons, 
no sticks, stones or 
bottles... Behind them were 
the anarchists and then the 
rest of the people. Greens 
and Refounded Commies 
closed the demo. 

"Without losing time, we 
marched directly from the 
station to the exhibition, 
guarded by 3,000 riot po- 
lice. Once arrived, the 





confrontation was almost 
immediate. We wanted to 
enter, they wanted to keep 
us out and away while the 
managers and technocrats 
were inside deciding our 


wounded comrades, at least 
—- one with a broken leg 
from a rubber bullet was 
taken to hospital. 
However, the second attack 
was pushed back and the 
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by a helicopter hovering 10 
metres above our heads. 
However, the White Over- 
alls' protections were good 





enough to resist the attack 
and push back the cops 
against the gate. 

"There followed half an 
then 


hour full of tension, 
came the second 
police attack. 
This was 
extremely dif- 
ficult to 
contain, 
because they 
attacked on 
two sides 
(front and 
right side) 
and the 

right side 
was not 
protected by 
the padded- 
up White 
Overalls, so 
people had 

to resist 
with bare 
hands. And 
there we had 
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selves retreated behind the 
closed gates. The large 
square in front of the 
exhibition was completely 
ours. 

"Finally they gave up 
and the conference was 
closed for the whole after 








INT’L PAST ACTION 


noon. Demon- 
strators then 
moved off fora 
celebration at 
a nearby action 
camp. The 
following day a 
counter-confer- 
ence was held 
with among 
others a 
speaker from 
the Karnataka 
Farmers Union 
(KRRS) ." 


(Taken from an 
email report of 
the action from 
Ya Basta! 
Italy) 


Once again it has been 
shown that our action can 
effectively disrupt gather- 
ings of the global manag- 
ers. The main pur- 
pose of the Genoa 
conference was to 
unify the biotech 
industry and 
kickstart a propa- 
ganda counter-offen- 
sive in support of 
GM. Their plans 
backfired. In fear, 
half of the biotech 
companies invited 
did not even turn 
up. Instead of unifying 
support it unified opposi- 
tion. The political atmo- 
sphere around the Genoa 
days has led scores of 
Italian town councils to 
declare their territory GM 
Free Zones. The government 
has been 
forced to 
back away 
from its 
overt support 
of GM and 
thousands of 
people have 
been inspired 
by the suc- 
cess of the 
resistance. 
Valuable 
lessons have 
been learned 
but some 
questions 
remain unan- 











swered. 

In many ways Genoa was 
inspired by Seattle, bring- 
ing with it many of its 
contradictions. Next time 
in Italy a situation in 


"Finally they gave up and the 
conference was closed for the 
whole afternoon. Demonstra- 
tors then moved off for a cel- 
ebration at a nearby action 


camp. 


this struggle arises, will 
practical and ideological 
disagreements over tactics 
and aims splinter the frag- 
ile unity? The role of the 
White Overalls has been 
described by Italian 
friends as civil disobedi- 





ence rather 
than con- 
flict. They 
are more 
like the 
Kiwi Anti- 
Apartheid 
demonstra- 
tors de- 
scribed in 
last issue 
of Do or 
Die than 
autonomist 
black 
blocs. In 
fact when 
some of the 
crowd 
smashed in 
bank windows, various ele- 
ments —- some even among the 
White Overalls - condemned 
the damage. Will the White 
Overalls move from active 
resistance to pro-active 
attack? How can anar- 
chists march with 
statists either left 
or green? Will this 
mass resistance evolve 
into a sustained at-— 
tack on the Italian 
biotech industry? 
Italy, like other 
Southern European 
countries, is lagging 
behind the rest of the 
industrialised world 
in GM experiments. As they 
increase, will overt oppo- 
sition turn to covert de- 
struction? Let's hope the 
joy of crop trashing soon 
reaches the fiery Italians. 





Terra Salvaggia 
(Wild Earth 
magazine), 
Silvestre, 
Fucini 17, 
56100 Pisa, 
Italy. 

Ya Basta!, 
Watteau 7, 
20125, Milano, 
Italy. 

Tel: 0039 2 67 
05 185 

Email: 
yabasta@tin.it 
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The last year [2000] 
has seen a global 
expansion of 
resistance to genetic 
technology. Across 
the world shadows in 
the moonlight have 
razed GE crop trials 
to the ground. 
Spades, sticks, 
scythes, sickles and 
fire have brought in 
the harvest. Doors 
have splintered as 
labs are broken into. 
Pies have been aimed at 
the arrogance of the 
powerful. Harassment and 
disruption has greeted 
the biotech industry 
wherever it has 
gathered... 


Since the last 
issue of Do or Die 
was published in 
August 1999, there 
have been anti- 
biotech actions in 
America, Britain, 
Canada, France, the 
Netherlands, 
Ireland, Belgium, 
India, Australia, 
Greece, Ecuador, 
Brazil, Germany, 
Italy, Croatia, 
Bangladesh and the 
Philippines. (Undoubtedly 
there have been actions 
we haven’t heard about in 
other countries. This 
especially applies to the 
Third/Majority World.) 
Many of these countries 
are new to trashing the 
GM-technocrats’ tools. In 
other countries where 
resistance to genetic 
engineering is more 
established, tactics have 
evolved, groups 


STOP NOW 


BEFORE IT'S 
TOO LATE! 


ag 
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consolidated and actions 
have become increasingly 
audacious. 

Our success —- 
especially in Britain - is 
remarkable, but we should 
not fall for the myth of 
imminent victory. At least 
in terms of genetic 


The hope for a free and ecological 
future lies in these embryonic 
movements which understand their 
enemies are the machine and its 
masters and their comrades the 


land and its lovers. 


engineering, resistance is 
not as transnational as 
capital. Corporate and 
state bodies have been 
channelling more and more 
funds and time into GM 
crops. Actions are slowing 
this rate of acceleration 
but we’re still losing the 
race. 

This should not 
dissuade us from doing 
what needs to be done. To 
‘merely’ delay massive 
social dislocation and 
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Bashing the GE-nie 
Back in the Bottle 


Borders No Barrier to Sabotage 


biological pollution 
is worthy of the 
risks involved. As 
well as the ‘finger 
in the dam’ aspect of 
anti-GM campaigns, 
the resistance is 
serving other 
purposes. Groups all 
over the world are 
linking up, training 
and learning from 
each other. The hope 
for a free and 
ecological future lies in 
these embryonic movements 
which understand their 
enemies are the machine 
and its masters and their 
comrades the land and its 
lovers. The 
resistance against genetic 
engineering has catalysed 
the growth of 
revolutionary 
ecological groups 
around the world. 
The elite may have 
designed a weapon 
which will rebound 
on themselves. 

The aim of 
this article is to 
give an overview 
of actions over 
the last year in 
this global anti- 
technology war. It will 
not give a political, 
ecological or strategic 
background to genetic 
engineering. If you’re new 
to this struggle it would 
be a good idea to read 
‘The New Luddite War’ in 
the last issue of Do or 
Die, which also includes 
some recommended reading. 
(See Decontaminate! Issue 
1: Focus Article) 
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FOCUS ARTICLE 


Hurricane Sabotage Hits GM 


Over the last year [2000] 
the country that has seen 
the most dramatic growth 
of anti-GM sabotage has 
been the US. 
The world’s 
first outdoor 
genetic test 
crop was of 
strawberries at 
the University 
of California 
in 1987. The 
night after the 
crop had been 
transplanted, 
EF!ers climbed 
fences, evaded 
security and 
succeeded in 
pulling up all 
2,000 

plants. [1] 


In 1989 American 
EF'ers destroyed yet more 
test sites, but as the 80s 
slipped into the 90s the 
US sabotage stopped. 
Twelve years after the 
first action, the decade- 
long lull came to a 
dramatic end. On the 27th 
of July 99, The University 
of California once again 
became the launch 
pad for a wave of 
action - this 
time much bigger 
than the first. 
That night a 
group calling 


later 50 rows of GM corn 
were destroyed at a 
Pioneer facility and the 
campaign moved up a notch 


June 2000: The Anarchist Golfing Association destroys GE grass at Pure Seed 
Testing in Canby, Oregon causing $500,000 worth of damage and causing 10- 
15 years of research. f F 
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with company vehicles 
damaged. Corn sites 
continued to be laid 
waste. GM melons, walnut 
trees and tomatoes got 
mashed. 

After only two 
months of the campaign 
there had been twelve 
successful sabotages, 
proceeding to a point 


Five months in and a communiqué 
announces that 3 hours before the 
beginning of the new ‘biotech century’ 


The last year has 
seen more and more crop 
experiments destroyed, 
ranging from sugar beet to 
GM trees. 
While straight 
site trashings 
continue, 
actions have 
also escalated 
to levels 
which Europe 
has yet to 
reach. In the 
third month of 
the campaign, 
all the 
windows on one 
side of a GM 
company’s 
offices were 
caved in. 

Five 
months in and 
a communiqué 
announces that 3 hours 
before the beginning of 
the new ‘biotech century’ 
the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) had broken into the 
office of a Michigan 
University GM researcher, 
dousing it with gasoline 
and setting it on fire, 
causing $400,000 of 
damage. The work destroyed 
was funded in 
part by the 
multinational 
Monsanto, which 
led the 
communiqué to 
claim the action 
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month later, 

resistance had spread to 
the East Coast where yet 
more experimental GM corn 
was destroyed, this time 
at the University of 
Maine. A week later 
Vermont, two days after 
that Minnesota. Two weeks 


where in one action 
saboteurs could destroy 50 
rows of transgenic corn, 
an acre of herbicide 
tolerant sunflowers, one 
hundred melons and trash 
irrigation equipment and 
greenhouses undetected. 
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response was quick and a 
month after the attack 
Craig Rosebraugh, who had 
been acting as ELF Press 
Officer, was raided at 
8.00am by 15 FBI agents 
with guns drawn. 
Simultaneously other 
agents raided the offices 


of the Portland Liberation 
Collective. Though 
obviously triggered by the 
arson, these raids were 
linked to a 
Grand Jury 
investigation 
into the ELF. 
As the 
year has gone 
on, daytime 
actions have 
grown like 
their 
nighttime 
counterparts. 
The road to Cargill’s 
international HQ was 
barricaded in March 
causing two mile 
tailbacks. The blockade 
was initially carried out 
by the normal criminal 
band of EF!ers and 
anarchos but they 
were later joined by 
a noisy carnival of 
supportive locals, 
scientists and 
farmers. After the 
cops dislodged the 
barricade the diverse 
bunch slowed the 
traffic around the HQ 
for hours. Outside 
the citadel of 
corporate agri- 














business, voices 
joined together chanting: 
“Burn the Buildings, Pull 


the Crops, This is Where 
the Research Stops!” 

The same month saw 
‘Bio-Devastation 2000’, a 
series of actions in 
Boston aimed at America’s 
biggest gathering of 
GM scientists and 
business. 2,500 
people took part in 
an anti-corporate, 
anti-GM carnival. 

Thirty gallons of GM 
soya beans were 
dumped blocking the 
conference centre’s 
entrance. Activists 
infiltrated and 
caused chaos in 
meetings, disrupting 











harangue a captive 

audience of delegates. 
Outside the conference 
centre the police had 








The blockade was initially carried out by 
the normal criminal band of Earth First!ers 
and anarchos but they were later joined by 

a noisy carnival of supportive locals, 


scientists and farmers. 


panicked and prepared for 
a Seattle. Windows of high 
street shops, even a pizza 
emporium, were boarded up, 
whilst cops patrolled the 
streets. 

Minneapolis was the 
host for the next 


They fired bean bag rounds, 
rubber bullets, pepper spray 


and used batons and still 


failed to clear the streets of 


resistance. 


confrontation when the 
International Society for 
Animal Genetics (ISAG) met 
at the end of July. 

“A police helicopter 
hovers above us. At least 
thirty people have been 
arrested. Three hours ago 





2,500 people took part in an anti- 
corporate, anti-GM carnival. 
Thirty gallons of GM soya beans 
were dumped blocking the 
conference centre’s entrance. 


one hundred unmasked 





speeches and flanning the 
faceless bureaucrats. One 
woman even managed to 
sneak on the special 
conference shuttle bus and 


people broke a police line 
intended to box us into a 
street. Using plywood 

sign/shields and a plastic 
banner that repelled tear 
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gas and pepper spray, the 
frontline rocked our world 
and we escaped from their 
trap, only to re-take the 
WHOLE STREET 
downtown, where 
later we were 
separated and 
one group was 
surrounded. 
Last night we 
had a two hour 
teach-in and 
speak out, 
attended by 300 
people, who 
then marched together in 
the night. Our presence was 
strong and we got away with 
no arrests. A cop got 
tossed from his horse. 
Today was our time to take 
to the streets, we chanted 
“Reclaim the Streets, 
Reclaim the Genes” 
“I-S-A-G, Fuck your 
Biotechnology”. [2] 
Only a few months 
before in Boston the 
state had prepared 
while the rebels were 
unable to put up 
street resistance. 
the time the ISAG 
conference came along, 
the police needed to 
use heavy force. They 
fired bean bag rounds, 
rubber bullets, pepper 
spray and used batons and 
still failed to clear the 
streets of resistance. That 
night, gun wielding cops 
stormed one activist house 
and tried to frame some of 
its inhabitants on drug 
dealing charges. 
This repression will 
not break the 
rebels’ resolve. 








and 














By 





The tailing off 
of anti-GM sabotage 
at the end of the 
80s was due to 
contemporary events 
in EF!. A widespread 
state repression 
campaign culminated 
in the FBI car bombing 
California EF!ers, anda 
SWAT team arresting EF!ers 
attempting to down 
powerlines in the Arizona 
desert. 
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Dave Foreman, EF!’s co- 
founder and editor of the 


left it with. In the re- 





sabotage handbook 
Ecodefence awoke in bed 
looking down the barrel of 
a cop’s gun. People became 
understandably afraid. A 
split within EF! 
partly 
exacerbated by 
repression led to 
it taking an 
ostensibly more 
‘revolutionary’ 
path, but one 
that was more 
concerned with 





civil 
disobedience than 
sabotage. Even wilderness 


defence saw a decrease in 
ecotage, and the anti-GM 
campaign as a new front 
simply didn’t survive. 

The 90s have seen the 
US movement trying to 
reconcile the 
contradictions these times 


movement as a whole. 


emergence of anti-GM 
resistance we see the 
convergence of mass street 
action with social change 
aims and wilderness-ethic 
sabotage. This is 


In the re-emergence of anti-GM 
resistance we see the convergence 
of mass street action with social 
change aims and wilderness-ethic 


sabotage. 


extremely healthy for the 
Let’s 
hope however that this new 
flurry of action does not 
lead to the type of 
attacks the movement 
suffered from a decade 
ago. Even if it does, 


maybe now the movement is 


more prepared. As one of 
those raided after ISAG 
put it in a statement to 
the City Council: 
“We will continue no 
matter how many times you 
kick us in the face or 
pepper spay us. We 
will continue 
despite your 
truncheon blows or 
shooting us with 
rubber bullets, 
because what does 
not kill us makes 
us stronger.” [3] 
As of October 
2000 there have 
been 40 anti-GM 
sabotages in America. 
Despite Grand Juries and 
police surveillance our 
friends are still 
uncaptured. 





Eco-Clearcuiting in Canada 


The increasingly effective 
sabotage of genetic 
technology in the United 
States soon inspired 
similar action over the 
border. In Canada forestry 
is a more important sector 
than agriculture, so most 
GM crop experiments, and 
therefore most GM 
resistance, has been 
centred on trees. 


On October 28th 
1999 in British 
Columbia (BC), 400 GM 
trees belonging to the 
Westfor Corporation 
were cut down, 
destroying five years 
of biotechnology 
research. Dave Gould, 
the company’s Chief 
Financial Officer said 
in the Vancouver Sun 
the day after the 
sabotage: “This act of 
vandalism has set back 
people’s work quite a few 
years. If you have been 
working on a book, and you 
come in and your hard 








drive failed - some of 
them described it like 
that. It’s this emptiness, 
and what do you do? 
There’s nothing you can 
do. Some of it’s down on 
paper but most of it is in 
this tree that’s now been 


One may wonder why the 
ministry ‘tree improvement’ 
branch would want to try and 


‘improve’ trees. They are 


perfect already. They might not 
be perfectly manufactured for 


industry, but for their 


symbiotic relationships in 


nature they are. 


cut in half. It’s 
destroyed”. 

This was followed 
three days later with an 
attack on 1,000 cedar, 
Douglas fir and other 


assorted evergreen trees 
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at another research site 
in BC. According to 
communiqué spokesperson 
Gerrard Winstanley, the 
aim of the action was to 
stop the company: 

“Westfor is replacing 
temperate rainforests with 
genetically mutilated 
Frankenforests. GE 
forestry research is 
alarmingly prevalent 
across the globe, and 
Canada is no 
exception, 
particularly here in 
British Columbia. BC 
has gained a notorious 
reputation for the 
rapid liquidation of 
its last remaining 
ancient native 
forests. The dying 
logging industry 
realises it can’t log 
to infinity, and is 
worried. The industry’s 
capitalist quick fix lies 
in the horrors of 
biotechnology. It is clear 
that all forest defenders 
must now not only stop the 











clearcutting of the last 
fragments of old growth 
forest, but must also stop 
GE dead in its tracks.” 

This action was 
followed up in mid 
November by the 
destruction of several 
hundred GM fruit trees at 
another research site in 
BC. 








Overt resistance 
broke out at the end of 
January when negotiations 
for a global ‘biosafety 
protocol’ brought 
delegates from the world’s 
nation states to Montreal. 
The previous round of 
negotiations had collapsed 
after a protracted 
diplomatic conflict 
between governments of the 
West on one hand and the 
governments of the global 
South on the other. The 
negotiations underlined 
the Western corporate 
elite’s control of global 
biological ‘resources’ 
while putting in no 
meaningful measures 
against the dangers of GM. 

The negotiations’ 
main role according to the 
Chairperson of the African 
group of delegates at the 
previous round, is to 
allow the Western elite to 
“fool its own public”. [4] 

Not everyone was 
fooled. 1,000 people 
marched to the conference 
centre while inside a 
press conference was 
disrupted when the 
chairman of the Global 
Industry Coalition was 
pied. The pie thrower’s 
exclamation of ‘Gloop- 
Gloop!’ as he fled is the 
trademark battle cry of 
Les Entartistes (Pie- 
Throwers), a Quebec group 
that targets federalist 
politicians and business 
leaders. Simultaneously a 
solidarity demo with the 
Canadian protesters 
happened outside Canada 
House in Trafalgar Square 
in London. Banners such as 
‘Gene Dictators - The 
World is Watching’ were 
dropped from the roof and 














‘trangenic’ cows invaded 
the building! Another case 
of when you lack power you 
ratchet up the weirdness. 
The next big date on the 
GM conference circuit was 
in March at Bio 2000 in 
Boston, the largest ever 
convention of the biotech 
industry. 

Canadian activists 
sent fraternal greetings 
to groups resisting Bio 
2000 in America by timing 
their clearcut of hundreds 
of GM trees to coincide 
with the conference. 
According to the 
communiqué: “We cut, 
sawed, snapped and lopped 
young trees and ring 
barked the larger trees 
(sized from 8-25 ft.), 
mature cottonwood and 
conifers. When the police 
showed up before we could 
finish our work we 
retreated to the shadows 
under the protection of 
night... One may wonder 
why the ministry ‘tree 
improvement’ branch would 
want to try and ‘improve’ 
trees. They are perfect 
already. They might not be 
perfectly manufactured for 
industry, but for their 
symbiotic relationships in 
nature they are. We could 
never begin to understand 
the fragile and minute 
beauty of how trees form 
and what relationships 
they have to the flora and 
fauna around them. 

According to 
government figures, almost 
10% of the new trees 
planted in Canada are from 
GE propagules”. 





























PRISONER SUPPORT 


DECONTAMINATION 





René Riesel, n° d’écrou 4612, Maison 
d’Arrét, 37 chemin Séjalan, 48000 
Mende, France. Serving 7 months for 
destroying GM crops at a farm in Novartis 
and also for destroying crops in a 
laboratory, in the south of France. 
IMPRISONED IN DECEMBER 2003 


ECO-DEFENCE PRISONERS 





Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzwerland. A 
Swiss eco-activist jailed for blowing up 
electricity pylons from a nuclear power 
station. 


Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, Navarra 
(Spana), Spain. Serving just under 5 
years for sabotaging a dam construction 
site. 


Jeffrey Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 
State St. Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years & 8 months for burning 
three SUV’s in the summer of 2000. He 
was also framed for the attempted arson 
of an oil truck. 


Craig Marshall, #13797662, SRCI, 777, 
Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 97914 USA. 
Serving 5 years 5 months for conspiracy 
to commit arsonand possession of 
incendiary devices, having used the 
devioces to destroy SUV’s to raise 
attention to the environmentally 
destructive nature of these vehicles. 


Helen Woodson, 03231-045 FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort WORTH, TX 
79127, USA. Serving a total of 27 years 
for three separate actions. 1) She 
robbed a federal reserve bank of 
$26,000 before setting fire to the money 
whilst distributing a statement 
denouncing the materialism and 
obsession with wealth and power that 
caused environmental destruction. Also 
charged wit using a jackhammer, she 
carried out a Ploughshares direct 
disarmament against a Mintueman II 
missle silo. 


ANIMAL LIBERATION 





Benjamin Persky, DIN: 03R3916, 
Lakeview Shock Incarceration Corr. 
Facility, PO. Box T, Brocton, New York 
14716-0679, USA. 
Lettersforbenjamin@riseup.net (mailed 
off weekly) Sentenced from 2-6 years 
relating to an Anti-Huntington Life 
Sciences (HLS) protest, a company 
heavily involved in Vivisection and also 
does Genetic Engineering. 





Dave Blenkinsop EM 7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire OX6 OPZ 
England. Serving 10 years imprisonment 
for anti-HLS actions including liberating 
600 guinea pigs 


Prisoner Information provided by the 
Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network. For more information and more 
prisoner listings, visit: 


www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 
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Nighttime and Daytime Daring in Britain 


Nighttime and Daytime 
Daring in Britain 

The destruction of GM test 
sites has been going on in 
Britain since 1997. In 
1999 over 40 test sites 
were destroyed, over half 
of those planted. This 
year Britain remains 

the country in the 
industrialised world 

with the most 

effective resistance 

to GM. 





Widespread 
distrust of 
scientists, especially 
around food issues, 
media hysteria over 
health dangers, 
grassroots campaigning 
and highly effective 
sabotage has seriously put 
back the GM food industry. 


After years of 
failed propaganda 
campaigns the industry has 
still not managed to get 
the go-ahead for 
commercial GM growing. 
last twelve months have 
seen for the first time 
‘farmscale trials’ with 
very large areas - some up 
to 50 acres. It is unclear 
whether the logic behind 
these farmscales is 
scientific or 
political. It could 
be that the 
corporations want to 
ease GM into the 
countryside. If 
people accept 
farmscale 
‘experiments’ then 
it’s not far to 
accepting farmscale 
agriculture. However 
in the words of 
Farmers Weekly: 

“Moves to introduce 

GM crops onto UK farms 
have faltered in the face 
of intense opposition”. 
(15/9/00) 

The idea of moving 
from attacking small crop 
areas to entire fields 
must have been daunting to 


The 


say the least. The 
increased size of the 
targets necessitated an 
increase in the numbers of 
saboteurs. Up until this 
year nighttime covert 
actions had mostly been 
carried out by teams of 


Many enthusiastic people, 
who had been empowered 
by their first experience of 


direct action, wanted to 


know when the next ‘picnic’ 


1Q2) 


Is’. 


under a dozen. Now many 
actions have had to be 
organised with dozens of 
people involved. To 
transport that number of 
people around country 
lanes at night, destroy 
entire fields of crops and 
leave the area undetected 
has been no mean feat. Yet 
so far few have been 
arrested, no one jailed, 
and at the time of writing 
five of the twelve oilseed 
rape sites and four of the 
twelve maize sites have 
been sabotaged. 











It could be that the 


corporations want to ease 

GM into the countryside. If 
people accept farmscale 

‘experiments’ then it’s not far 


to accepting farmscale 
agriculture. 


After the first 
three of these actions, 
Chris Pollock, Head of the 
UK Scientific Steering 
Committee on Farm Scale 
Evaluations said repeated 
attacks on the sites 
risked undermining the 
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entire project, “Obviously 
we have concerns that the 
numbers of trials are low 
and that any damage to 
them which affects the 
ability to collect data 
will have an effect on the 
total pool of 
information,” he told 
BBC Radio. He also said 
that scientists needed 
60-75 sites over three 
years to ascertain if 
GM has any 
environmental fall out. 
In spring this year 
only 48 farm scale 
trial sites were 
planted, well short of 
the government’s 
target. Eight farmers 
had changed their minds 
and pulled out of the 
trials under pressure. 
continuation of the 
programme which started 
with only two thirds of 
the intended number of 
sites and has now had 
nearly a quarter of its 
sites destroyed makes a 
mockery of the scientific 
pretence. Now more than 
ever the programme looks 
like the industry testing 
the water. Well, the 
water’s getting hotter... 
Despite the drama 
connected with trashing 
the farmscales, the 
night to night work of 
disrupting further 
scientific research 
continued. All over 
country people have 
been creeping through 
the night pulling, 
digging and flattening 
crops. As of September, 
16 oilseed rape sites, 
three sugar beet sites 
and the only GM wheat 
site in the country 
have been destroyed. 
Autumn is the time 
when the new season of 
winter GM sites are being 
sown. Prevention is better 
than cure. With this in 
mind the campaign was 
escalated in August with a 





The 








has 
the 











UK first - the trashing of 
farm equipment belonging 
to farmers hosting GM 
sites. It was felt that at 
this crucial harvest time, 
this would send a strong 
message to the 

farmers preparing to 
plant GM. The 

National Farmers 

Union spokesman on 
biotechnology had 

his machines 

(including a 

‘Dominator’ combine- 
harvester!) sprayed 

and sabbed. Days 

later another owner 

of a farm hosting GM 
experiments was 

visited and his farm 
machinery sabotaged. 

The action, which 

was reported in 
Farmers Weekly, 
(according toa 
widely circulated 

email communiqué) aimed at 
intimidating farmers out 
of “complicity with the 
corporations”. With the 
government and research 
companies already finding 
it difficult to find site 
hosts, this tactic 
has a real chance of 
high effectiveness. 
We shall see. 

Though most site 
‘decontaminations’ 
have happened 
covertly at night, 
overt trashings 
continue. At one 
action in the South 
West at Nether 


was 


Compton, three ‘Grim 
Reapers’ led 100 
people into a 
farmscale site. The 


crowd set to work for 
40 minutes trashing 
the crop until the 
cops came and 
arrested seven 
people. A report from 
the organisers 
stated: “Many 
enthusiastic people, 
who had been empowered by 
their first experience of 
direct action, wanted to 
know when the next 

‘picnic’ is”. In Scotland 
a Similar event was pulled 


off at the Daviot 
farmscale. A hundred 
people rallied and got to 
work on the 15th August 
resulting in only six 
arrests. 


Prevention is better than 


cure. With this in mind the 
campaign was escalated in 
August with a UK first - the 
trashing of farm equipment 
belonging to farmers hosting 
GM sites. It was felt that at 
this crucial harvest time, this 


would send a strong 
message to the farmers 
preparing to plant GM. 


These mass sabotages 
allow an opening into 
action for people not 
already in affinity 
groups. The terrain of 


struggle shapes the way 
resisting groups organise, 





grow or collapse. The 
increasingly covert nature 
of much of the radical 
ecological movement over 
the last few years makes 
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these easy access actions 
essential. 

Of the 30 plus 
arrested this year at 
sabotaged GM sites, most 
have had their cases 
dropped or heavily 
reduced. If unlucky, 
some might get minor 
fines or small prison 
sentences. Though the 
state would dearly 
like to jail any anti- 
GM activists it gets 
its hands on, it has 
its hands largely tied 
behind its back thanks 
to public support for 
the sabotages. A 
similar situation 
prevailed throughout 
the 90s road protest 
years. Once again we 
find that after good 
planning, masks and 
group cohesion, our 
best protection is 
public approval. Every 
activist jailed ina 
flurry of publicity breeds 
new saboteurs and further 
weakens the ideological 
grip of the rule of law. 
Nevertheless it is 
likely that if this 
battle continues, at 
some point in the 
future we could see 
activists serving 
time. It is essential 
that our movement 
supports its 
prisoners. The scores 
of prisoners resulting 
from June 18th, 
November 30th and May 
lst have not been 
given the support they 
deserve. The same 
mistake should not be 
made when we get new 
anti-GM jailings. 


Remember: write 
to a prisoner - not 
your MP! 


In Britain, as 
elsewhere, genetic 
technology is only really 
being resisted in the 
realm of crops. Animal and 
human genetic experiments 
are being allowed to 
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develop unheeded. The 
medical-industrial complex 
has so far escaped wrath 
due to its 
almost 
sacred 
position in 
our society. 

In 
confronting 
human 
genetics (or 
‘eugenics’ 
as it used 
to be 
called), 
activists 
will have to 
face 
ingrained 
ideologies 
about life, 
death, 
imperialism, health and 
disability. Last winter 
the annual conference of 
the notorious Galton 
Institute hosted one of 
the first British demos 
against human genetic 
engineering. Francis 
Galton was one of the main 
ideological inspirations 
behind Nazi attempts to 
‘cleanse the volk’ and the 
forced sterilisation of 
the disabled in 


Scandinavia. 
In May, activists 
from EF! and the Disabled 


People’s Direct Action 
Network came together for 
demonstrations at the 
multi-million pound 
International Centre for 
Life in Newcastle. The 
protest march and street 
theatre coincided with the 
opening of the ‘LIFE 
Interactive World’ 
visitors centre. TV 
presenter Carol Vorderman 
was confronted by goose- 
stepping activists in 
Gestapo uniforms 
highlighting the links 
between Nazi-style 
eugenics and human genetic 
engineering. 

This year there have 
been three seismic shifts 
in resistance to GM in 
Britain. Firstly, 
nighttime gardening has 
been forced to evolve from 


“As yet, the anti-GM 
lobby has not tried to 
stop us using 
transgenic 
technology in pure 
research. But I can 
foresee a day when 
the campaigners may 
become so 
successful in their 
current goals that 
they will”. 


an activity only needing a 
handful of activists to 
coordinated actions 
carried out by 
dozens. 
Secondly, 
sabotage has 
moved from 
only targeting 
corporate 
experiments to 
sabotaging the 
personal 
property and 
machines of 
the farmers 
who allow the 
release to 
take place on 
‘their’ land. 
Thirdly, a 
campaign, 


ON THE MARKET OVER 20YEARS 
ls MILLION BOTTLES SOLD LAST YEA 





however minor at this 
stage, against human 
genetic engineering has 
been born. 


bad that they were moving 
abroad. The article 
further stated that: 

“The anti-GM climate made 
38% of scientists who use 
the technology more likely 
to advise a young plant 
scientist to leave the 
country... the anti-GM 
campaign had... placed 
constraints on the range 
of experiments, led to 
projects being suspended, 
to commercial 
organisations cutting 
funding and farmers 
refusing to cooperate, 
fearing attacks on their 
fields.” 

One industry 
spokesman said the 
campaign had dissuaded 
some firms from UK GM 
investment, for example 
causing the cancellation 
of a planned research 
centre in Cambridge. 
article as a whole 
confirmed that the anti-GM 
strategy of direct 
interference with research 
and further building a 
“climate of distrust and 
opposition” is really 
working. A brain drain is 
quickening with more GM- 
technologists leaving 
Britain. One respondent 
said, “an increasing 
number of high-profile 
people are going abroad 
and they will not 
necessarily come back”. 
Happily the article ended 
with a top tip for 
campaigners and probably 
an accurate forecast from 
a Leicester University 


The 


A Botany Professor: “As yet, 
survey 
i i the anti-GM 

published in an 

i lobby has not 
article 
entitled ‘Plant Whatever happens, tried to stop 
Rage May Uproot the battle around re amc 

' i . . ransgenic 
Experts Times 
ee GMs helping mers technology in 
ee people to question ae 

Educational iach I d t — 
Supplement 20/ ce no ogy an ge research. But 
10/00), stated involved in the I can foresee 


that one in 
four senior GM 
scientists has 
considered 
quitting Britain. Of 124 
scientists surveyed 24 
said the situation was so 
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radical ecological 
resistance. 


a day when 
the 
campaigners 
may become so 
successful in their 
current goals that they 
will”. 


The next year will be 
a decisive one for both 
genetic technology and its 
opposition. Will GM be 
allowed to grow here 
commercially as it is in 
twelve other countries? 
Will the escalation of 
resistance cause a rift 
between liberals and 
radicals, ‘discrediting 
the campaign in the minds 
of right thinking people’? 
Will the brain drain of 
GM-technologists continue? 
Whatever happens, the 
battle around GM is 
helping more people to 
question technology and 
get involved in the 
radical ecological 
resistance. The struggle 
is forcing a steep 
learning curve on the 
movement, one that it can 
only benefit from. 

The nighttime raids 
will continue. The daytime 
trashings will not 
subside. GM technology has 
nowhere to hide. 


Minnesota’s underground crop 
saboteurs, the Bolt Weevils in 
action! The Bolt Weevils cut 
down large amounts of GE corn 
at Pioneer and Novartis last 


year. 





An article from Do or Die 
Issue 9. In the paper edition, 
this article appears on page(s) 
21-29. 


Notes 
1) See Earth First! Journal, 
June/July 1987 


2) ‘Reclaim the Streets! 
Reclaim the Genes!’, 24/7/00 
See: http://www.ainfos.ca/00/ 
jul/ainfos00304.html 


3) Grain Rage statement to 
Minneapolis City Council, 16/ 
8/00 


4) ‘Of Power Affirmed to Men 
and Safety Denied to Life’, 
Third World Resurgence, 





issue 106. See: http:// 
www.twnside.org.sg/ 


5) See ‘The Peasants are 
Revolting... in France’, Do or 
Die No.8, p.103 
(Decontaminate! Issue 1) 


6) Taken from the Earth 
Liberation Prisoners 
Newsletter, September 2000. 
ELP Newsletter, BM Box 
2407, London, WC1N 3Xx, 
UK. Email: 


earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com 
Web: http:// 


www.geocities.com/ 
earthlibprisoner/ 
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Voices from the Ecological Resistance 


Issue Ten 
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ct, thou dost 
— Gerrard Winstanie: 


Do or Die! 


Voices from the 
Ecological Resistance 


Do or Die is an 
occasional journal 
crammed with reports and 
analysis from the world- 
wide ecological 
frontlines. These are the 
voices not of outsiders, 
journalists or academics, 
but of those involved in 
the struggles themselves. 
In these times of 
concrete alienation these 
voices shine hope from 
movements that take 
action to defend nature, 
create revolution and re- 
wild humanity. 


Issue No 10 is available, 
and includes recent in- 
formation of the GE 
struggle and much more. 
384 pages, fully illus-— 
trated throughout. 

For each copy send £7.00 
(UK), EUR 15.00 (Europe) 
or USS 15.00 (rest of the 
world). All prices 
include postage. Please 
send only well-hidden UK 
pounds, Euros or Dollars 
cash or UK cheques/postal 
orders made out to ‘Do or 
Die’. For details of how 
to order multiple copies 
email us on: 


doordtp@yahoo.co.uk. 
http: //www.eco- 
action.org/dod/ 











SaTIILYV SNVOSA 


HOW - TO 


STEPS TO MAKING A CAMPAIGN 


Most movement programs revolve around organizing single, unrelated events-demonstra- 
tions, forums, whatever. Were these activities strung together in an integrated fashion- build- 
ing on one another -- the impact and potential for success would be magnified dramatically. 
Such is the advantage of campaign organizing. 


The campaign provides 
an escalating series of 
actions over a period of 
time focused on a target in 
order to achieve specific 
goals. Persistence anda 
systematic approach are key 
ingredients of a campaign. 
All this is not to say 
demonstrations should not 
be organized on individual 
dates like Hiroshima Day 
(August 6), International 
Women's Day (March 8), 
Martin Luther King Day, 
so forth. But, when pos- 
sible, actions which are 
part of campaigns can make 
a stronger statement. 


and 


Planning a Campaign 


While a demonstration 
takes a good deal of care- 
ful planning, a campaign 
requires considerably more 
attention. 


The first step is to 
do the basic groundwork of 
self-education on the is- 
sues and problems to be 
combated. This can be ac-— 
complished through re- 
search, study groups, work- 
shops, and conferences. 


The next step is to 
decide where to focus our 
initial efforts. What you 
need to find are weak 
points in the opponent's 
"armour," which will pro- 
vide levers or handles to 
focus criticism and action. 


During one phase of 
the Indian campaign for 
independence from Britain, 
Gandhi selected the British 
monopoly on salt as the 
focus for a campaign. At 
first this appeared to be 


an insignificant issue to 
worry about, compared with 
independence itself. But 
because salt affected ev- 
eryone on this rather hot 
subcontinent, because its 
cost was a hardship on the 
masses, and because it was 
relatively easy to manufac-— 
ture (and thereby violated 
the salt laws), it became 








goals. Long range goals are 
easy, e.g., world peace or 
an end to sexism. But some- 
times if short range goals 
are not clearly defined, 
then the campaign could be 
stalled. Short range goals 
should be winnable within 
the near future (providing 
a boost and the encourage- 








an ideal symbol of why 
independence was being 
sought. The British viewed 
the Salt Campaign as "noth- 
ing less than to cause a 
complete paralysis of the 
administrative machinery." 





ment needed to keep your 
group moving toward the 
longer range goals), mea- 
surable (you ought to be 
able to tell when you have 
accomplished them), set on 
a timetable to allow for 
periods of evaluation, be a 





One of the most important steps in a cam- 
paign, after determining the target or focus, is 
to choose the short range goals... Short range 

goals should be winnable within the near fu- 

ture (providing a boost and the encourage- 

ment needed to keep your group moving to- 
ward the longer range goals) 


In retrospect, the year- 
long campaign was the most 
spectacular effort in the 
28-year struggle for inde- 
pendence. 


The United Farm Work- 
ers grape boycott is an- 
other example of a well 
chosen campaign in the 
struggle to win union rec-— 
ognition and better condi- 
tions for farm workers. 


One of the most im- 
portant steps in a cam- 
paign, after determining 
the target or focus, is to 
choose the short range 
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significant step towards 
the long range goal(s). 


For example, in op- 
posing the establishment of 
a Junior ROTC unit ina 
local high school, your 
medium (or short) range 
goal might be to prevent 
the unit from setting up. A 
short range goal could be 
getting the local paper (or 
student body) to come out 
against the unit. An ex- 
ample of something which is 
not a short range goal 
would be the holding of a 
forum or having a picket. 
These represent vehicles 





toward your goals, rather 
than goals themselves. 
Saying that a short range 
goal is "to educate the 
student body" has little 
value as a goal unless it 
is measurable (e.g., a poll 
or vote). 


In setting goals, you 
might consider establishing 
a bottom line on what is 
acceptable, to guard 
against being coopted into 
ending the campaign without 
making any fundamental 
change. 


After this analysis, a 
plan of action set ona 
timetable is needed. This 
plan of action should be 
in a step-bystep escala- 
tion. Escalation is neces-— 
sary if the pressure on 
opponents needs to be 
increased. This does not 
necessarily mean the pre- 
vious level of activity is 
abandoned, but simply that 
an escalated stage of 
activity is added to the 
previous stages. For ex- 
ample, education should be 
a constant and complemen- 





In setting goals, you might consider establish- 
ing a bottom line on what is acceptable, to 
guard against being coopted into ending the 
campaign without making any fundamental 
change. 


Analysis 


After the goals have 
been set, an analysis 
should be made to see who 
the participants in the 
campaign are and how they 
can aid the campaign. Who 
do you need to participate 
if the campaign is likely 
to succeed? Who is on your 
side now? How are those 
people reached? Write, 
call, or visit the commu- 
nity groups which are 
likely to be sympathetic: 
cooperatives, clinics, some 
veterans groups, women's 
groups, Third World groups, 
student groups, religious 
organizations, women's 
groups, and so forth. 





Who are the oppo- 
nents? How can they or 
their supporters be won 
over or neutralized. In the 
example above, the oppo- 
nents might be the school 
board or principal. The 
supporters of the opponents 
might be the community, 
PTA, local paper, or 
clergy. 





tary component of every 
campaign- never being 
abandoned. In the campaign 
above, the first level of 
action is to approach the 
school board and ask them 
to turn down the JROTC 
application. Should that 
fail, set up study commis-— 
sions to analyze the value 
of a JROTC unit; solicit 
outside opinions; hold, 
public forums; write let- 
ters to the editor; etc. 


Should an escalation 
be necessary, picketing, 
leafleting, or boycotts 
might be next. Beyond 
that, demonstrations, 
marches, and rallies could 
be organized. Then, per- 
haps, a student strike, 
and maybe carefully chosen 
civil disobedience ac-— 
tions. 


Organizers should 
not lightly go from one 
level of a campaign to the 
next. Each stage should be 
evaluated and considered 
seriously. Remember, 
shifting to the next stage 
does not mean activities 
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at earlier levels should 
always be forgotten (e.g., 
going from picketing to a 
sit-in does not necessarily 
mean picketing should be 
discontinued). 


Step by Step Escala- 
tion in a Nonviolent 
Campaign 








Investigation and 

Rese ektacia 

Checking facts and 
allegations; building 
an airtight case 
against opponents and 
preparing for counter- 
charges 


Negotiation and arbi- 
tration 

Meeting with opponents 
to settle conflict 
before going public; 
ultimatum issued be- 
fore moving to next 
level 

Public forums, letters 
Ome Giteom, NeEc. 

Basic public education 
on issues 


Picketing, leafleting, 
eucr 

Public contact with 
opponents 
Demonstrations, ral- 
lies, marches 


Show of strength by 
maximizing numbers 


Limited strike 
Involving those imme- 
diately affected 


Boycott 

Against company or 
product in question, 
if appropriate 


Limited noncooperation 
By those most immedi- 


ately affected 


Massive illegal ac-— 


tions 

Noncooperation, civil 
disobedience, direct 
action 


General strike 


I 
2) 
-— 
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INT’L GROUP FOCUS 


POWER OF AGGRESSIVE 


”For me, non-violence was not a 
moral principle but a strategy; there is 
no moral goodness in using an 
ineffective weapon.” Nelson Mandela 


We can preach and take all the 
stances we want, but what matters is not 
the quality of our stand against the 
abuse of the planet, but whether we 
actually stop that abuse. The moral high 
ground is of no use to anyone if you end 
up losing. 

Companies do not fight by our 
guidelines and their attention to the laws 
is but lip-service. They can make the 
ground uneven just by the vastness of 
their resources. This does not mean they 
are invincible. All companies can be 
brought to their knees by choosing the 
appropriate strategy. The key to 
choosing an appropriate strategy is by 
finding tactics that take them on where 
they are vulnerable and can be defeated; 
by fighting them on their own turf. 

There is no point expecting the 
company to fight by your rules, you 
have to fight with tactics that make them 
pay attention to your demands. The 
campaign against Huntingdon Life 
Science by SHAC (www.shac.net) and 
another of other groups have shown that 
this is a very successful approach. 
Coming from a background where 
making the campaign against the animal 
abusers had brought about the closure of 
Hillgrove cat farm, 

Shamrock monkeys, Regal rabbits and 
Consort Beagles, all providers of 
animals for vivisection, it was clear that 
everyone involved with making money 
from an animal abuse had to be held 
accountable for their involvement, no 
matter how remote it seemed. The 
resulting success has been phenomenal 
with even the British governments 


stepping in has failed to stop Britain 
being labelled the most hostile country 
in the world for animal research. 

The theory is simple. Every 
company exists for two reasons. The 
first is to make money. The second is to 
stroke their owners and managers egos 
with power. The first you make 
impossible, the second you turn into a 
living hell by holding them accountable 
for the decisions they are making. It 
does not matter what you are trying to 
achieve, the same holds for every 
company. 

Look at your target company, 
identify what is important to it staying in 
business and take them out. When they 
realise that they are losing money hand 
over fist then they will start listening to 
your demands. Remember, they are not 
interested in being ethical, so appealing 
to their better nature is never going to 
work, and you will merely end up with a 
load of pointless greenwash. 


time standing outside of offices, they go 
in and find the manager to complain 
directly to them. If they cant get to see 
the manager or direct at work, then 
they’ Il visit them at home or at a social 
event. The purpose is to remind them 
that even when they are not at the office 
they are still responsible. Many try to 
hide from family and friends just what 
they do, and the embarrassment is total. 
It is frankly amazing how many com- 
panies pull out of HLS after friendly 
Sunday afternoon chats with the director 
by a dozen or so activists. When it was 
discovered that HLS insurers, Marsh 
UK sponsored the English National 
Ballet and that the top man at Marsh 
UK, Hamish Ritchie, sat on the ENB’s 
board, a visit to the ballet was arranged. 
Imagine the embarrassment for Ritchie 
when the ballet was interrupted by 
shouting activists and banner drops. 
Funnily enough, Marsh dropped HLS a 
few days later. 

Experience has shown that every 


We can preach and take all the stances we 
want, but what matters is not the quality of our 
stand against the abuse of the planet, but whether 
we actually stop that abuse. The moral high 
ground is of no use to anyone if you end up 
losing. 


Instead appeal to their financial 
need and egos, or rather threaten their 
finances and publicly embarrass them. 
Many people when targeting companies 
see them as monolith entities and attack 
them head on, often where they are most 
ready for us and strongest. Given their 
much greater resources this is a waste of 
time. HLS campaigners do not waste 


SHAC 


company is in fact a collection of people 
(as opposed to robots) and these people 
have different agendas and weaknesses. 
People are the key to bringing a com- 
pany to heel. 

The top people are the ones 
making the decisions. They are the ones 
with the ultimate accountability, and the 
ultimate power. They are in the business 


Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty was set up in 1999 with the sole aim of closing HLS down. SHAC 
campaigns for the closure of HLS using evidence obtained in five undercover investigations at their 
different laboratories in the UK and USA. HLS workers have been caught on film punching puppies 
in the face, simulating sex with animals in their care, cutting open primates while they are still alive 
and falsifying experiments to get products on the market. We can also prove that HLS workers have 
been caught drunk at work and dealing drugs at the labs. Huntingdon Life Sciences have a criminal 
record from a British court of law for breaking the Companies’ Act. They are the only UK laboratory 
to ever have their licence revoked by the government. In this section you will find out about the 
campaign against HLS, its history, where it is happening and who you can contact to get involved. 


http://www.shac.net 





34 


CAMPAIGNING 


to make money and because they enjoy 
being in control. It they wanted they 
could stop the abuse very easy, but 
many simply make the decisions and let 
others on the front line take the flack on 
their behalf. They do not care as long as 
the profits come in. Without their say so, 
then the campaign against the company 
will rarely go anywhere. Pull no pun- 
ches on these people. 

The second tactic is to damage 
the company’s bottom line. This means 
finding the bottlenecks in their business 
that they cannot do with, those parts of 
their infrastructure which will bring 
their entire business to a halt if they 
were to be disrupted. What they are will 
vary from company to company, but will 
often include their communications 
system. Phone, email and fax blockades 
so that the company has problems 
communicating with their clients and 
with themselves hurts greatly. These 
bottlenecks are not just to be found 
inside the company, there may be 
suppliers or clients that the loss of 
would greatly damage the business’s 


sector such as this gives up the rest all 
rapidly fall in line. This is the great 
power of the anti-HLS campaign: the 
message is sent out strong and hard to a 
supplier or client and the entire sector 
gets the message. In the end, HLS could 
not find a single company in the UK 
willing to deal in their shares or lend 
them money. Few of these companies 
were making money directly from 
animal abuse, but they were profiting 
from it. As far as activists were 
concerned that is sufficient, and the 
impact on HLS has been proved to be 
very damaging, to the point that they are 
going to suppliers begging for them to 
stick with HLS - to no avail I might add. 
The aim is to be effective and 
win. To do that you need to use every- 
thing available as these are not battles 
we can afford to lose. Once companies 
learn that you mean business, sub- 
sequent victories become easier. But to 
get that reputation you need to fight 
long and hard to prove your reputation. 
It can be won with dedication and 
commitment to do what it takes. You 


Once companies learn that you mean business, 
subsequent victories become easier. But to get that 
reputation you need to fight long and hard to prove 

your reputation. 


integrity. These are also valuable 
targets. 

For example, when 29 people 
locked themselves into barrels in front 
of a Shell depot it cost Shell £3 million 
in lost revenue, as none of their lorries 
could get in or out to refill. This was far 
more effective than demos at petrol 
stations could ever achieve. 

Similarly, share price is a vital 
source of funds and pressure for public 
companies. The HLS campaigns 
discovered that by targeting some they 
could depress the share prices and start 
arun on the shares that hurt HLS’s 
reputation and also their ability to raise 
loans. Rather than targeting them all, 
they discovered that they could short 
circuit the process by going after a few 
companies which facilitated the buying 
and selling of HLS shares. These com- 
panies, such as Winterflood Securities, 
found out to their cost that they could 
not do business as their phone lines 
were jammed with activists calling 
them. Not only could they not buy & 
sell HLS shares, they couldn’t sell 
anyones shares. Once one company in a 


can afford to cut them no slack or 
mercy. Bad press is not to be frightened 
of - in fact, there are a large number of 
cases where it is beneficial. It is a fact 
that Brian Cass getting a smack about 
the head cost HLS a lot of customers as 
it frightened off customers. Every time it 
gets a mention, it frightens further cur- 
rent targets, encouraging them to give 
up sooner. 

If you care, get out there and 
meet them on their own turf, for it is 
only there that you will defeat them. 
Don’t be frightened; this is a struggle 
with far too much at stake and their will 
be casulties on your side. But not win- 
ning is far more frightening. In the end, 
history has shown that it is the person 
who can take the most blows and keep 
on fighting will win. Time and time 
again, animal rights activists have taken 
incredible injustices thrown at them, and 
still came out fighting. When the other 
side realised that we were not going to 
give up even after violence and prison 
were thrown against us, they lost the 
will to fight and conceeded victory to 
us. By Brian Cass 
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CONTACTS 


GE FREE GROUPS 





Mothers and Daughters Against 
Genetic Engineering (MAdGE) 
http://www.madge.net.nz 





Greengloves 
http:/Awww.greengloves.org.nz 





Peoples Moratorium Enforcement 
Agency (PMEA) 
http://www.pmea.org.nz 





GE Free Taupo, 

P.O. Box 1415, Taupo. 
Dawn Eskelsen, 

79B Rokino Rd, Taupo. 
07 3774563. 

Fax: 07 3774531 


wheeler@reap.org.nz 


GE Free Northland (in Food & 
Environment) 

Zelka Grammer 

PO Box 9061 Hamilton 

09 432 2155 
arboreus@ihug.co.nz 





GE Free Waikato 
Gary Clarkson 
Gary.Clarkson@greens.org.nz 





Ge Free Canterbury 

Paul de Spa 
http:/Awww.gefreecanterbury.org 
PO Box 2657 Christchurch 

03 379 2257 
paul@environment.org.nz 








ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS 





Greenpeace 
http://Awww.greenpeace.org.nz 





Harakeke Eco-Collective 
PO BOX 11-964, Wgtn. 
126 Vivian St., Wgtn. 
(04) 385-6728 
harakeke@wildmail.com 





ANIMAL RIGHTS GROUPS 





Save Animals From Exploitation 
http://www.safe.org.nz 





Auckland Animal Action (AAA) 

PO Box 6387,Wellesley Street, 
Auckland 

021 182 3728 
aucklandanimalaction@yahoo.com 





Wellington Animal Action (WAA) 
PO BOX 6387, Wgtn. 

126 Vivian St, Wgtn. 

(04) 385-6728 


Anti-Vivisection Association 
PO Box 7213, Wellesley St. 
Auckland, 

Info@ava.org.nz 


Disclaimer: The groups contained 
within this list do not necessarily 
endorse the views held within 
Decontaminate! Or of other groups. 
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